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 CALENDAR of ACTIVITIES 

September 27-28 

 End of Summer Weekend in Sonoma 

 

October 18th 

 GSMDCA Specialty at Del Valle,  

 in Pleasanton, CA. at the Alameda County 

      Fairgrounds (Amador Pavilion) 

 

“In the Works:” 

 Therapy Dog Workshop 

 Pack Hikes 

 Walk ‘n’ Talks 

 

December 6 

      Annual Lunch Meeting at Mexico Lindo in 

      Pleasanton.  Yankee Gift swap!      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    LETTER TO OUR GGGSMDC MEMBERS 
I hope this summer was a good one for you and your Swissies.  

Now, hopefully, we can look forward to some cooler weather 

and maybe some RAIN!!! 

 

Coming up next month is our GSMDCA Western Regional 

Specialty in Pleasanton, CA.  If you are able to attend only 

one Club function during the year, this should be it!  This 

three-day event will offer several activities: Conformation and 

Obedience competitions, a Raffle, Meet the Breed, Photo and 

Hospitality Booths. Agility and a CGC Test will also be 

available during the weekend.  If you are not quite ready to try 

your Swissy’s paw at a performance event, you should still 

plan to attend for the fun of socializing, learning and great 

food at the all-you-can-eat Spaghetti Roundup Saturday 

evening.  See additional details in this newsletter, on our 

Golden Gate GSMD Facebook page and/or web page 

www.goldengategsmd.com.  I hope to see you all there! 

 

I want to thank all of my committee heads who have built this 

Specialty.  This is what makes our club work, communication.  

We need a few more volunteers, so please email me if you can 

help for even a few minutes.  It takes a lot of manpower to put 

on a successful show, and it’s fun to be part of the “action.” 

 

And, please, remember to hug your Swissies and be kind to 

your fellow GGGSMDC members.  We are one big family in 

our love for this breed.  I hope that you know that every one 

of you is important and needed in this club, YOUR club for 

the dogs. Please participate. Let’s see most of our 90 members 

and their dogs during the year at one of the club events. 

 

New members, please see me for your leash and Swissy tag. 

 

Toni Killpatrick, Vice President 
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Officers, Board Members and Committees 
President: Nancy Glenn (Medical LOA) 

Vice President: Toni Killpatrick 

Secretary: Susan Robinson 

Treasurer: Donna Zetterquist 

Board Members: 
Sara Donaldson 

Rob Blits 

Maria Jensen 

Carol Bamsch 

Membership: Toni Killpatrick 

Public Relations: Toni Killpatrick 

Ways and Means: Carol Hightower 

Awards and Trophies: Toni Killpatrick  Heidi Steenstra  Maria Jensen 

Social Events:  

Carol Hightower   Donna Zetterquist  Sara Donaldson  Linda Ridenour 

Show Events: The Board 

Working Events: Nancy Glenn     

Newsletter: Susan Robinson 

Website: Rob Blits   

 

The objectives of the club shall be: 

 

To encourage and promote quality in the breeding of Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs  

and to do all possible to bring their natural qualities to perfection. 

To urge members and breeders to accept the standard of the breed 

as approved by the American Kennel Club 

as the only standard of excellence  

by which Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs shall be judged. 

To do all in its power to protect and advance the interests of the breed 

and to encourage sportsmanlike competition  

at dog shows (obedience and agility trials, drafting and tracking tests). 

To conduct sanctioned matches and specialty shows 

under the rules and regulations of the American Kennel Club. 

To have FUN together with our Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs. 
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CORRECTIONS 

 
I sent you a photo of Roy when he was a week old, and you put the wrong photo with the caption. That photo is a 

photo of Josie with her litter out of Ranger which produced two blue puppies. Roy has never produced a blue pup.  

 

   
 

Roy's parents were Lacey and Sigi. I've attached the correct photos of Roy as a litterbox pup. In one of the photos he 

is sitting up. He was 5 weeks old.    Thank you, Maria.  

 

********** 

 

Would you also please correct the price for the All-You-Can-Eat Spaghetti Western Round Up?  It's $10 in advance 

or $15 at the chuck wagon for adults and $5 for kids 10 and under.  Thanks, Donna. 

 

********** 

 
Just one correction on Jake’s GCH photo and date. This is the actual photo.  I sent it wrong the first time. Paula 

 

Fireside’s The Chase aka “Jake” 

Sire Ch Rippling Waters Havelock Key CDX NAP AJP Dam Sawmill's She's A Sure Shot! 

bred by Laura Bullock, owned, loved, and shown by Paula Robles 

Earned his title January 26, 2014, at the Cow Palace, Daly City, CA 

 
  



 Small Animal THERIOGENOLOGY  
(Reproduction and Fertility) 

 
My name is Dr. Andrea Hesser, and I want to introduce myself to your club  
membership. I've recently accepted a residency in small animal reproductive  
medicine at UC Davis, a brand new program funded in part by the AKC to help  
develop more breeder-friendly veterinarians. I've been in dogs for almost  
15 years, myself, primarily in conformation. I am excited to bring a  
breeder/exhibitors perspective to the UC Davis canine reproductive team,  
and to help them better serve my friends in the show and performance  
worlds.  
 
I wanted to make sure that all of your members know we are actively  
providing services for both dogs and bitches. Our clinic is one of the  
foremost teaching hospitals for small animal reproductive medicine in the  
country, being one of only 3 with a small animal specific reproductive  
resident program in place. Regular appointment hours run Monday-Friday, but  
we are available on the weekend when necessary for breedings, c-sections,  
etc. We also provide overnight service for emergencies.  
 
I am so excited to meet with you all, whether it be in the clinic, or at a  
show in the area. If you have any questions about the service, you can e- 
mail me directly at ahesser@ucdavis.edu. You could also call the UC Davis  
Small Animal Clinic, which can contact our service directly for questions  
or book an appointment for you. Their number is (530) 752-1393. I've also  
attached a brochure with more details on our service for those who are  
interested. 
 
Thank you! Take care! 
 
Andrea Hesser, DVM 
Resident in Companion Animal Theriogenology 
UC Davis School of Veterinary Medicine 
 
Here is a brochure about Small Animal Theriogenology 
http://www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/whatsnew/pdfs/Small_Animal_Theriogenology_bro.pdf 
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Angus loves to pull.

 

Sunny looking coy 

 

Enzo and Trinity 

 

Trekker traveling the Northwest 

 

mailto:ahesser@ucdavis.edu
http://www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/whatsnew/pdfs/Small_Animal_Theriogenology_bro.pdf


2014 
WESTERN  
REGIONAL 
SPECIALTY 
NEWS  

 
 

We are looking forward to seeing you and your Swissies on Oct 17, 18, and 19th.  

   

There are some changes this year about where our dogs can be in the Amador Pavilion,  

where the Club meets all weekend.  

There will not be any dogs allowed in the eating area or raffle areas.   

There is no place to tie up your dog, and there will be no central penned area to leave dogs for a few 

minutes.  Also, the Pavilion rules are that you will NOT be able to put an X Pen on the side of the area on the 

asphalt, where there is a fire lane or where cars might be driving.   So…what is there to do? 

We have a HITCHING POST area!   You bring your X Pen, water, and mat for your dog (s) and set them up in 

our day use area, for $10 a day, per dog.   The $10 (hopefully) will cover the cost of the HITCHING POST 

area each day.  We need to know how many RV spots to allow for our Hitching Post, so let us know NOW if you 

want your dog(s) to be there.  Call Toni at 209-742-5462 to reserve a spot. 

Please obey these rules. 

(If you have any questions about when and how to get in to set up your X Pen, give Toni a call.) 
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      Get your coffee and morning treats here!  Thanks, Ann and Carol. 

            
             Ingo, Annie and Bruno          Carol and Riley’s CGC  Victor and Sonny           Ron and Roscoe 

 

                           
      Philo and Derek’s CGC   Debbie and Dexter’s CGC  Randy, Nancy, Kait’s CGC       Koda won big!            Anna and Heidi 

 
Join us next year at Fort Mason! (Several missed the photo—they were getting their CGC) 

 

  

 



 
July 12-13, 2014  Photo Courtesy of Diana Han 

      

SANTA ROSA AUGUST 23-24

     

                 

                                                                                                                          

            

 

 

          

  

  

   Fall 2014                                                                                                                                           VOL. THREE   ISSUE #4 

 

Saturday Results 

BOB.  Jake 

BOS.  MAE 

BOW. ROLO New Champion 

SELECT. Harry (New Grand Champion) 

 

Sunday Results 

BOB.  HARRY 

BOS/BOW. MAE 

SELECT. LUKE 

SATURDAY BOB.  Merlin 

  BOS.   Maya 

  BOW.  Oz (new champion!) 

  Select.  Jake 

  Winners Dog.    Oz 

  Reserve Dog,     Lukas 

  Winners Bitch.   Maya 

 

SUNDAY BOB.   Enzo 

  BOS.    Maya 

  BOW.   Lukas   

  Winners Dog.  Lukas 

  Reserve Dog.    Fredrick 

  Winners Bitch   Maya 
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All of the coffee labels feature our Golden Gate Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs:  

Banner and Merlin, Mojo and Roy. 
 

 
How fun would it be to give 

GOLDEN GATE GREATER SWISS MOUNTAIN DOG COFFEE BLENDS 

for Christmas? 

This fundraiser runs just through September 2014. 

During that time, we can order straight from the Black Dog website. 

50% of the profits will come straight to the Club. 

5% will go to AKC Health in our Club’s name. 

This is a win for the Club as well as cancer research. 

Axel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YES! 

Let’s get 

some 

coffee! 



 

Rainbow Bridge 

 

                  Duke aka Green Jeans 

    Ch. Whispering Pine Hiawatha 
                  06/26/2003-08/30/2014 

 

   from the first Whispering Pine litter, 10 little Indians. 

   3 pups from this litter are still going strong. 

   Ch. Whispering Pine Ahwahnee “Ahwahnee” 

   Whispering Pine Kramer “Kramer” 

   Whispering Pine Shaney “Hannah” 

 
    Dam: Int'l  Ch. Beowulf Whispering Pine Elka, TDI, TT, CGC (aka 

Elka) 

    Sire:   BISS Ch. Rise & Shine Blazing Riot (aka Blaze) 

 

      Starting off his show career at the tender age of 27 weeks, 

    Hiawatha took a 5 Point Major at 33 weeks, earned a Best of Breed,  

    and finished his Championship at 35 weeks old 

      
 

Once a dog has entwined himself round your heart, 

he is not only yours for life, but you are his. 

When he is gone, his place is forever sacred. 

Other dogs are just as precious, 

but they all have their allotted spot in your affections, 

 kept for them or their memory. 

A heaven without one's dogs 

would not be the heaven we hoped for. 

A dog is always man's best friend. 
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Meet RamsGate’s newest additions and their new families. 

Bred by Michele Slate & Antoinette Killpatrick 
Born June 27, 2014 to 

        

 

 

 

 

Mom: GCH. RamsGate 's Witchy Woman    &     Dad: CH. Alpinez Invest In Gold 

                                                                     

                  

   Kate Sullivan                                     Kevin, Allison, Grace, Brooke, Margaret                             Charlie  Scheinost                                        

San Anselmo, CA                  and Brendan O’Malley-Brentwood CA                       Forest Knolls, CA                                 

RamsGate’s Keep Your Eye on the Ball                       RamsGate’s Keep the Faith                           RamsGate’s Keeper of the Flame 

“Jack”        “Kea”             “Sudo” 

 

                                       
Joel Heaps & Elaine Correia         Susan, Stephanie, Bryan and David Boliek          Kirsten Williams                Mari & Evan Ward                                                    

Petaluma, CA                                         Carnation, WA                  Morrison, CO                  Seattle, WA 

      RamsGate’s Keep Me in Mind             RamsGate’s Keep Your Eye on the Prize     RamsGate’s Keepsake RamsGate’s Keep On Keepin’ On 

“Geneva”                           “Grizzly”     “Pearl”     “Liezl” 

Michele Slate/RamsGate Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs    Sherwood, OR 
www.ramsgateswissys.com    wolfpack1313@msn.com 

 

  

http://www.ramsgateswissys.com/
mailto:wolfpack1313@msn.com
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MONTH YEAR                                                                                                                                                  VOL. # ONE ISSUE #1 
Disaster Preparedness for Your Pets by Nancy Kay, DVM 

Abby Harrison created her list based on her own disaster preparation mistakes and oversights she made along the way. By 
making her plan available here, Abby hopes to help us avoid having to reinvent the disaster preparedness wheel.  Abby 
describes her plan as a three-layer cake: 

First layer:  What will be needed if the animal is lost (tags on collar, microchip, current photos). 
Second layer:  What will be needed if the pet gets sick (first aid, medications, emergency clinic). 
Third layer:  What will be needed in the midst of a big disaster (fire, hurricane, earthquake, etc.). 

Thank you Abby, for giving me permission to share your disaster preparedness tips. The title of your list clearly reflects the 
natural disasters you and your pets encounter living in close proximity to the Gulf of Mexico. 

                   30 Tips on How to Prepare Your Pet for a Weather/Hurricane Disaster 
1.     Microchip your pet and then file the paperwork. This is probably one of the single best ways to make sure your pet can be 
returned to you. But it does not do any good if the paperwork is not on file. Things to consider: be sure that your registry service 
is a national company within the United States and that it is up to date after each move. There is a different chip for 
international travel. This isn’t like Lojack where the pet can be pinpointed but the good news is that almost all shelters and 
rescue organizations have the scan guns to detect the chip. Tags on a collar are also good but they can be removed. 

2.     Take pictures but not just any pictures. You want a headshot and profiles shots of both sides. Why: Because the left may 
be different than the right. Now weigh your pet. It’s actually best if you do this every month. Try linking it to something you are 
already doing once a month like giving heartworm medication or flea goop. Now, develop the film every so often, back it off the 
camera and off the computer. The film may be bad or the camera may be stolen or the computer may crash. You want this 
back up if the pet is missing or you evacuate. Sure you may have pictures you don’t need today. But what if you needed them 
tomorrow? 

 
3.     Keep these current back up pictures someplace special. One suggestion: Keep the copy in the glove box of your car and/or 
a special file. Sometimes a fun shot of you with your pet can help verify ownership or show some amount of size of the pet 
relative to a chair. Big, little, and medium mean nothing without something to compare it against. 

 
4.     Weigh your pet frequently. When you have it, it becomes easy to incorporate it as part of the description. Approximate 
weights as hopefully remembered can be wildly inaccurate. 

 
5.     Teach your pet to be calm within a crate by offering special treats and food when inside it. Even cats can be taught to be 
inside a crate. Even if you don’t plan to need to put the pet in a crate, having the pet already crate trained if needed means you 
will not have to teach this while you are stressed and under pressure. 

 
6.     Make an extra tag for your pet’s collar. The blue bone shape at the make a tag machine can fit 4 lines which directs 
someone to take the pet to your local veterinarian’s office, their address, phone number and comment that the pet can wait for 
you there. Why not direct someone to take your pet to the one place where they already know you, your pet and your pet’s 
medical needs? I don’t put my pet’s name on the tag, just phone numbers. I don’t want to make it easy for someone to keep my 
pet. 

 
7.     Take your last vet bill (where they list the due dates for the next shots) and place it in the glove box of the car. After every 
visit, replace the older bill with the newer one. You will probably evacuate in the car. Any new vet or kennel (short or longer 
term) will need this information or will require you to pay for it again as you cannot prove that the pet is current on shots. One 
less thing to remember to grab. 

 
8.     Transporting your pet: Do you have enough carriers for all the pets? Is the pet contained in a crate or seat belted in? If it’s 
loose, please restrain it for the same reasons we secure babies. A study was done with crash test dummy dogs loose in the 
back seat at 30 mph. The 13-pound dog clipped the human dummy in the head before hitting the windshield in 187 
milliseconds. Impact weight of the dog was 396 pounds. The 70-pound dog hit the back of the front seat before going over it. It 
hit the windshield in 387 milliseconds and had an impact of 2100 pounds. Both dogs would not have survived. A millisecond is 
one 1000th of a second. Besides, a loose dog might try to protect you from the EMTs if you were in an accident. 

 
9.     Have on hand an animal first aid kit. It’s similar to a human first aid kit but has some additional items like a couple of slip 

leashes (like at the vet’s), some spray bandage liquid and disposable latex gloves (a pair fits in a film canister). A first
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Disaster Preparedness for Your Pets continued 

aid book for animals is good. Animal first aid classes are offered through the Red Cross and by individuals certified to teach 
this. And there are books, too. Being prepared can help your pet in any emergency. 

 
10.  Locate your nearest emergency clinic near where you live and then where you will be if you evacuate. Your pet may be 
dehydrated or need other medical assistance if traveling. Having that information already means you will not lose critical time 
when your pet is sick. 

 
11.  Always have at least 3 weeks of pet food and 4 weeks of medicines (heartworm, flea and any others your pet takes) on 
hand before a storm approaches. You don’t know how long you will be without being able to refill those supplies. Although we 
are often suggested to have 3 days to a week of supplies for ourselves, why not have more on hand so if the situation takes 
longer than anticipated so your pet does not suffer? 

 
12.  When you purchase your water, did you also count on how much your pet will need? Without air conditioning, you and your 
pet will need more than usual. And what is usual for your pet? Find out now by measuring how much you put out and how 
much is left when you replace it with new water. 

 
13.  Planning to evacuate: Write out a plan with leaving in 5 minutes, 20 minutes and 45 minutes. List not only what you would 
take but also where it is located. We aren’t always given much notification so if we have already planned our list, we are not 
under additional stress of making any decisions at that time. And, with the stress, you really can forget where something is 
(Zompolis, Operation Pet Rescue). The Zompolis book really kick-started me to think about the idea of disaster planning for 
animals.  It is about the 1991 Oakland fire.  The author was part of a group that was still reuniting animals back with their 
owners almost two years after the fire (basically pre-chip and cell phone living made contact difficult). Good stories about happy 
returns. 

 
14.  Planning to evacuate: Gather the animals first. Block off each room as you search the house for the pet. Otherwise animals, 
like cats, have a way of quietly wandering into previously checked rooms when your back is turned. It does help if you know 
already where the common hiding places are. 

 
15.  Planning to evacuate: Test packing the car. Be sure to plan for enough ventilation for pets in plastic crates by placing them 
in first and then pack up to but not covering the vents. Be sure to orientate the crate door opening towards the car door (not 
towards the center of the car). Those crates will heat up quickly so perhaps purchase a battery-operated fan to attach to crate 
door. The good ones have a slot for an ice cube that sends cool mist to the animal. And don’t forget the batteries. Do you have 
a way of giving the animal water while it is in the crate? Try freezing water in a plastic or freezer proof dish. It will thaw slowly. 

 
16.  Planning to evacuate: Know where you are going – family, friends or hotel. Be sure that wherever it is, that they are aware 
of just how many pets you plan to arrive with. With the stresses and strains for this travel, you don’t want to show up and be 
asked to move on because of the pets. 

 
17.  Planning to evacuate: Plan where you are going to stay. Where ever it is, tape a new local phone number on the pet’s collar 
or tags in case it escapes. Your home answering machine may not have power to take that message that the pet has been 
found. Cell phones are good but they can have their dead zones. Make it easy (read not long distance) for them to contact you. 

 
18.  Planning to evacuate: Pack a few toys that your pet loves. 

 
19.  Planning to evacuate: Bring the pet bed. Think of it as being similar to wanting your own pillow you are used to. There will 
already be much disruption to the pet’s life and this can allow some familiar comfort in strange surroundings. 

 
20.  Planning to evacuate: Bring treats that are long lasting with you in the car. What is normally a one-hour trip may take hours 
and having something to distract during an evacuation isn’t a bad idea. 

 
21.  Planning to evacuate: Prepare now if your pet gets carsick. Get the meds if your vet has prescribed them. One owner lines 
the crate with a potty pad to make clean up easy. Bring something to cut the smell (like an enzyme cleaner), paper towels to 
wipe down the crate and zip style bags to contain the smelly trash. It is said that a couple of ginger snap cookies can be helpful 
for dogs. See if this works for your dog so you still have time to get medicine if it doesn’t. 
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Disaster Preparedness for Your Pets continued 

22.  Planning to stay: Place your pets in their crates during the storm so that they are contained in a safe place. Yes – 
especially cats. Place this crate in a safe place, preferably in a room without windows or where heavy objects could fall on it. 
You don’t have to worry about broken glass cutting the pet or a bookcase crushing the crate. 

 
23.  Planning to stay: Place harnesses on all cats. Attach a leash to the harness. If the cat is very small, try one of the 
companion animal ones at a pet store (safety pin it in case the Velcro pulls apart). Cat collars can slip off or break away and 
this is the one time you do not want this to potentially happen. 

 
24.  Planning to stay or evacuate: For puppies, kittens or other small animals only who do not wear collars yet: please write a 
good contact phone number for you and a contact number for a family or friend who does not live in the area affected by the 
impending disaster on your pet’s belly with a permanent black marker. Generally this is a 2-person operation – 1 who writes 
and the other to gently keep the pet in a position so this can be done. Use treats, move slowly and be careful. Don’t ever use 
force on any animal to do this. If the animal is uncooperative – STOP. Don’t do this, as it’s just not worth the risk of being hurt. 

 
25.  Planning for after the disaster: Put down vinyl flannel-backed fabric (cheap table cloths or from a fabric store) or heavy 
plastic shower curtains so that you have a clean space for your pets and their crates. This should be sturdy enough to usually 
withstand even dog nails. As you will not know what the floor surfaces may have been exposed to, you will need a clean area 
for the pets to stay while you clean up. 

 
26.  Planning for after the disaster: Walk your perimeters of the property to see what has changed. The fence may no longer be 
secure or new animals may have moved in unexpectedly. And, recheck it several times a day because tree limbs don’t fall only 
during a storm. 

 
27.  Planning for after the disaster: Bleach – not scented, not color safe or special additives – just plain old cheap household 
bleach. As a disinfectant: 9 parts water to 1 part bleach. As a water purifier: 16 drops of bleach per gallon of water. You will 
need: bleach, a cup for measuring, a dropper, paper towels and trash bags. 

 
28.  Planning for after the disaster: Poop happens. So, do you have enough litter, shavings, potty pads and plastic trash bags? 
This may be hardest for the dogs. If your dog is familiar with potty pads, just buy more. For the potty outside dogs, you may not 
be able to take the dog safely outside for an extended period so you might want to make or buy a sod box. Fill a plastic 
container with dirt and cover it with grass. For the advanced owner: train your dog to potty on command. 

 
29.  Dealing without electricity – how well would you do? Do you have enough batteries (flashlights, fans, pet fans and phone 
chargers)? Do you have a manual can opener? All the canned food in the world won’t do you any good if you can’t open it. 

 
30.  Understand that this is stressful for you. Understand that the animals may pick up on your stress. Trying to keep to the 
existing routines before this all happened can be helpful for everyone. 
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CH Alpinez Gold Medal Ribbon CGC aka “Sophie”   

Loved and owned by Kelly Stover. 

Dam:  CH Five Point Alpinez Trick or Treat Candy aka “Candy” 

Sire: CH Big Hunk of Whispering Pine aka “Riley” 

Sophie received her Championship on January 19, 2014, 

 in Ventura, CA. 

It was a good day, she got BOB as well.   Needless to say, we were all super happy. 

 

 
 

CH Alpinez Rose Gold CGC aka “Arbor” 

Dam:  CH Five Point Alpinez Trick or Treat Candy aka “Candy” 

Sire: CH Big Hunk of Whispering Pine aka “Riley” 

Championship obtained May 18, 2014 at the Mt. Palomar Kennel Club--Bates Nut Farm show. 

Loved and owned by Camille Sybert and Alyssa A. Shah  

 

   
 

 

     
    
 

 

 
   



  
 

 

  

 
 

Introducing Our New Grand Champion 

GCh Ch Fire Dance Sudden Impact aka "Dirty Harry" 

 

Sire: Ch Painted Mtn's Reconnaissance ("Recon") 

Dam: Int'l Ch/Am GCh Calypso Roy's Geneva V Maxamillion ("Geneva") 

Bred by Donna Zetterquist, Terry & Bev Brown, and Antoinette Killpatrick 

Owned and loved by Donna Zetterquist & Antoinette Killpatrick 

Expertly handled by Toni Killpatrick and Linda Kinoshita  

Earned his title on July 12, 2014, at the Del Monte Kennel Club Show in Carmel, California 

       
 

New Grand Champion 

CH Northwoods Daddy-O Enzo ~ “Enzo” 

April 2, 2012 (He's an Aries) 

Sire: CH Trout Creek's On a Roll ~ “Tucker” 

Dam: CH Northwoods Mountain Bluebelle RN ~ “Violet” 

Enzo earned his title at the Vallejo show March 22
nd

, 2014. 
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 Swissy Time! 

         
Roscoe and Pal        Bruno Schmoldt at Crissy Field                         Lilli  and Kalani Lock 

     
                                 Pi                                                                           Maria and Trekker                                       Hayden holding Comet’s ear 

     
                                              Koda                                                       Kate          Sonny            

 
Fire Dance Second Honeymoon Litter 

 

JANUARY 2013                               VOL. # TWO ISSUE #1 

MONTH YEAR                                                                                                                                                  VOL. # ONE ISSUE #1 
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Bruno 

 
Zelda Swissy 



 
 
 

 
 

 

                  

   Fall 2014                                                                                                                                           VOL. THREE   ISSUE #4 

 

Lumps and Bumps by Nancy Kay, DVM 

Given the opportunity to examine an older dog, I’ll very likely find at least one or two cutaneous (within the skin) or 
subcutaneous (just beneath the skin surface) lumps and bumps. Such growths are common by-products of the aging 
process. In this regard, I liken them to the brown spots that appear on our skin as we get older. 

The good news is that most cutaneous and subcutaneous canine tumors are benign. It’s that small population of 
malignant masses that keeps us on our toes. They are the reason it’s important to have your veterinarian inspect any 
newly discovered lumps and bumps your dog develops. The smaller a cancerous growth is at the time of treatment, in 
general, the better the outcome. 

Pet your dog! 
In terms of “lump and bump patrol,” your first order of business is to pet your dog. No doubt you and your best buddy 
already enjoy some doggie massage time. What I’m asking you to do is a more methodical petting session. Once a 
month, slowly and mindfully slide your fingers, palm sides down, along your dog’s body. Move systematically from stem 
to stern while inspecting for any new lumps or bumps. 

Also, look and feel for changes in the size or appearance of those previously discovered. Any new findings should be 
addressed with your veterinarian who relies upon your help with this surveillance. Imagine your vet trying to find a tiny 
growth on a shaggy Sheepdog or Sheltie during the course of a single exam. Some lumps and bumps are bound to be 
missed without your assistance. 

When to see your veterinarian 
Does finding a new growth mean that you must see your veterinarian right away? Not necessarily. Say that you’ve just 
spotted a new bump in your dog’s skin that is the size of a small pea. She is due for her annual physical examination in 
three months. Must you go rushing in this week with this new finding, or can it wait the three months? The answer 
depends on the behavior of this newly discovered growth. 

My recommendation is that you continue to observe the new lump once a week. Examining it more frequently can make it 
difficult to accurately assess change. If the mass is growing, or otherwise changing in appearance, best to have it 
checked out sooner rather than later. If no changes are observed, waiting to address it at the time of the annual physical 
exam makes perfectly good sense. 

In contrast, say that in the course of examining your best buddy you discover a prune sized, firm, subcutaneous growth 
that feels attached to her shoulder blade. Based on the larger size and deep attachment of this mass, better to have this 
one checked out right away. If in doubt, contact your veterinarian to figure out the best course of action. As with most 
things medical, better to be safe than sorry. 

In advance of your veterinary visit, be sure to mark the location of any lumps or bumps requiring inspection. You can clip 
some hair over the site or mark the fur with a ribbon, hair band, or marking pen. Growths discovered at home when an 
animal is lying down in a relaxed, comfortable position have a habit of magically disappearing when the dog is upright 
and uptight in the exam room. 

Fine needle aspirate for cytology 
If a newly discovered growth is large enough, the usual first step your veterinarian will recommend is a fine needle 
aspirate for cytology. The purpose of this step is to attempt to noninvasively clarify the cell type within the mass, and 
whether it is benign or malignant. 

Collection of a fine needle aspirate is a simple process that is easy on the dog and rarely requires any sort of sedation. 
Using a needle no larger than the size of a vaccination needle along with some gentle suction, your vet will remove a 
smattering of cells from the growth. These cells are then spit out onto a glass slide and evaluated under the microscope. 

Some cytology interpretations are a slam-dunk, and can readily be interpreted by your family vet. Others require the 
eyeballs of a specialist- a clinical pathologist who works in a veterinary diagnostic laboratory. Remember, the goal of the 
cytology testing is to determine the underlying cell type, therefore whether the growth can be left alone or requires more 
attention. Fine needle aspirate cytology is often (but not always) definitive. If the results do not provide clarity, a surgical 
biopsy of the mass may be recommended.  
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Lumps and Bumps (continued) 

If your veterinarian recommends surgical removal of a mass as the very first step (chooses to forego the fine needle aspirate), I 
encourage you to consider getting a second opinion. It is always disappointing and frustrating when a veterinarian foregoes 
cytology, proceeds with surgery, and the biopsy report reveals a malignancy with cancer cells extending beyond the margins of 
the tissue that was removed. In other words, cancer cells were clearly left behind. Had the veterinarian known in advance from 
the cytology report that the tumor was malignant, a different approach (much more aggressive surgery and/or radiation 
therapy) would have been undertaken, almost certainly resulting in a better outcome. 

A second “bad news scenario” that can arise from forging ahead with surgery without benefit of fine needle aspirate cytology is 
failure to identify a cancerous growth that may have already spread elsewhere in the body. If the cytology reveals a 
malignancy, screening the rest of the body for metastasis (spread) is the logical next step. If metastasis is discovered, removal 
of the originally discovered mass is unlikely to provide any benefit. Rather, such surgery will only subject the patient (and the 
client’s pocketbook) to a needless procedure. Leaping into surgery to remove a mass without the benefit of cytology is risky 
business. 

The importance of histopathology 
If your veterinarian surgically removes a growth from your dog, do not, I repeat, do not let that tissue sample wind up in the vet 
clinic garbage can! A far better choice is to have the mass submitted to a veterinary diagnostic laboratory for histopathology 
(biopsy). There, a veterinary pathologist will evaluate paper-thin slices of the mass under the microscope to confirm the identity 
of the mass. 

Even if a  fine needle aspirate cytology indicated that the growth was benign, histopathology is warranted. On occasion, the 
pathologist discovers something quirky such as a malignant tumor within the center of one that is benign. 

If histopathology is not affordable, ask your vet to place the growth that was removed in a small container of formalin 
(preservative) that you can take home for safekeeping. This way, should multiple masses begin growing at the surgery site or 
should your dog develop a tumor at another site, you will still be able to request histopathology on the original sample. 
Formalin is toxic stuff, so keep the container lid sealed tightly. 

Lumps and bumps are a very normal part of the canine aging process. Teaming up with your veterinarian to assess them on a 
regular basis is the very best way to insure that they never create a health issue for your wonderful dog. 

Sebaceous Adenomas by Nancy Kay, DVM   
 

One cannot discuss lumps and bumps in dogs without talking about sebaceous adenomas. These are, far and away, 
the most common benign skin tumors in dogs. Most dogs will develop at least a couple of them by the time they are 

senior citizens. 

Sebaceous glands are microscopic structures found just beneath the skin surface. They secrete an oily substance called 
sebum that is transported to the skin surface via microscopic ducts.  Adenomas can arise from the gland or the duct, and can 
develop anywhere on a dog’s body. 

Sebaceous adenomas tend to be small, no more than ¼ to ½ of an inch in size. They may appear round or they can have a 
wart-like appearance. These benign growths occur primarily in middle-aged and older dogs. Any breed can develop sebaceous 
adenomas, but certain breeds are particularly predisposed: English Cocker Spaniels, Cocker Spaniels, Samoyeds, Siberian 
Huskies, Alaskan Malamutes, West Highland White Terriers, Cairn Terriers, Dachshunds, Miniature Poodles, Toy Poodles, 
Shih Tzus, Basset Hounds, Beagles, and Kerry Blue Terriers. 

Because of their benign nature, the vast majority of sebaceous adenomas require no treatment whatsoever. Just about as 
soon as two or three are surgically removed, two or three more will develop. Surgically chasing sebaceous adenomas 
accomplishes nothing more than turning a dog into a patchwork quilt. There are some exceptions to the general rule of leaving 
sebaceous adenomas alone, and they are as follows: 

- Surgical removal is warranted for those sebaceous adenomas that recurrently bleed or become infected because of self-
trauma (the dog bites or chews at them), or because they get in the way of the groomer’s clippers. 

http://speakingforspot.com/blog/2014/06/15/lumps-and-bumps/
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Lumps and Bumps (Continued) 

- Some sebaceous adenomas secrete oodles of sebum creating the constant appearance of an oil slick on the dog’s hair coat. 
The grease rubs off on hands, furniture, clothing, and anything else the dog contacts. No fun! 

- Some sebaceous adenomas are pretty darned unsightly, looking like warty little aliens poking through the hair coat. Although 
this is not bothersome for the dog, it can pose a significant psychological issue for the person living with that dog. 

- If a mass believed to be a sebaceous adenoma is growing or changing in appearance, it is important to ask your veterinarian 
to have another look. What was thought to be a benign adenoma may be its less common cancerous cousin, a sebaceous 

carcinoma.  

Dogs and Lipomas by Nancy Kay, DVM 

Expanding on the topic of tumors discussed last week, this blog is devoted to lipomas, aka fatty tumors. Of all the benign growths 
dogs develop as they age, lipomas are one of the most common. They arise from fat (lipid) cells and their favorite sites to set up 
housekeeping are the subcutaneous tissue (just beneath the skin surface) of axillary regions (armpits) and alongside the chest and 
abdomen. Every once in a while lipomas develop internally within the chest or abdominal cavity. Rarely does a dog develop only 
one lipoma. They tend to grow in multiples and I’ve examined individual dogs with more lipomas than I could count. 

Should lipomas be treated in some fashion? In the vast majority of cases, the answer is a definite, “No!” This is based on their 
benign, slow-growing nature. The only issue most create is purely cosmetic, which the dog could care less about! 

There are a few exceptions to the general recommendation to let sleeping lipomas lie. A fatty tumor is deserving of more 
attention in the following situations: 

1. A lipoma is steadily growing in an area where it could ultimately interfere with mobility. The armpit is the classic spot where 
this happens. The emphasis here is on the phrase, “steadily growing.” Even in one of these critical areas there is no reason to 
surgically remove a lipoma that remains quiescent with no discernible growth. 

2. Sudden growth and/or change in appearance of a fatty tumor (or any mass for that matter) warrant reassessment by a 
veterinarian to determine the best course of action. 

3. Every once in a great while, a fatty tumor turns out to be an infiltrative liposarcoma rather than a lipoma. These are the 
malignant black sheep of the fatty tumor family. Your veterinarian will be suspicious of an infiltrative liposarcoma if the fine 
needle aspirate cytology reveals fat cells, yet the tumor feels fixed to underlying tissues. (Lipomas are normally freely 
moveable.) Liposarcomas should be aggressively surgically removed and/or treated with radiation therapy. 

4. Occasionally a lipoma grows to truly mammoth proportions. If ever you’ve looked at a dog and thought, “Wow, there’s a dog 
attached to that tumor!” chances are you were looking at a lipoma. Such massive tumors have the potential to cause the dog 
discomfort. They can also outgrow their blood supply, resulting in possible infection and drainage from the mass. The key is to 
catch on to the mass’s rapid growth so as to surgically remove it before it becomes enormous in size and far more difficult to 
remove. 

How can one prevent canine lipomas from occurring? No one knows. Anecdotally speaking, it is thought that overweight dogs 
are more predisposed to developing fatty tumors. While I’m not so sure I buy this, I’m certainly in favor of keeping your dog at a 
healthy body weight. 

Do you have an interesting Swissy plate or sticker?  Share with us! 

Gina’s      Susan’s 

http://speakingforspot.com/blog/2014/06/15/lumps-and-bumps/
http://speakingforspot.com/blog/2014/06/15/lumps-and-bumps/
http://speakingforspot.com/blog/2014/06/15/lumps-and-bumps/
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5 Reasons Dogs Expose Their Belly  (May 2014 “Dog Dish”  Pets Best Insurance) 

By Arden Moore, a certified dog and cat behaviorist with the International Association of Animal Behavior 

Consultants. Arden is an author, radio host, and writer for Pets Best, a dog insurance and cat insurance agency. 

When it comes to communicating, canine “talk” is always clear and consistent whether they are communicating with 

people or other dogs. They “speak” by using postures, tail positions, tail movements, eyes and expressions. 

One of the most common canine postures a dog displays is to flop on his back with all four legs hoisted up and 

swaying in the air. It is vital to consider the circumstances as well as to check the whole body first to really deduce the 

silent message being conveyed by a dog going belly up. 

Here are the five main reasons dogs expose their bellies: 

1) To garner love and attention from you. Happy dogs who go belly up at your feet when you return home may be 

doing their best to let you know that they adore you. The entire body is relaxed. 

2) To seek assistance to scratch a hard-to-reach itch. Dogs are very flexible, but they lack opposable thumbs and 

may count on you to scratch an itch for them. This is a sign of trust in you. 

3.) To convey a sense of feeling secure in his surroundings. Confident adult dogs in their own homes roll on their 

backs and get into a relaxed posture when taking naps – usually on the sofa or your bed. 

4.) To catch a cool breeze on hot days. Although dogs attempt to regulate their body temperature by panting, some 

may park themselves next to circulating fans or air conditioner vents on hot days to catch the cool breeze on their 

bellies where there tends to be less hair in an attempt to cool down. 

5.) To show respect to a higher-ranking dog or a person. Hierarchy is important in the canine world. A lesser-

ranking dog may drop, plop upside down and avoid making any eye contact with a dog who is deemed to rank higher. 

By purposely exposing his vulnerable underbelly, this dog is communicating to the dominant dog that he comes in 

peace and has no intention of challenging his authority. Resist petting the bellies of a fearful dog as this action may 

unintentionally trigger a fear-bite response. Instead, speak to the fearful dog in an upbeat tone and reward him with a 

healthy treat or praise when he pops into the safer “sit” position. 

One caution: Beware of dogs who make direct, hard stares and display tense bodies when exposing their bellies. 

Some cunning canines use this belly-up posture to lure a person or another dog closer to demonstrate dominance by 

growling or snapping or worse, biting. These are not relaxed dogs waiting for TLC. They are setting a trap. These 

dogs need to be reschooled in the basic cues of “sit,” “stay,” “watch me” and “down” to demote their status below that 

of you. Consider enrolling in an obedience class taught by a professional dog trainer certified in positive 

reinforcement training techniques. 

   

 

      

     

  
 

https://www.petsbest.com/enroll/step1
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Top 10 Things Your Swissy Breeder Can’t Begin to Explain to You 

 1. A tri-colored dog can shed 3 colors simultaneously. You will understand this when you say goodbye to the dog before 

leaving for a nice dinner. 

 2. They will try to compromise with you. All. The. Time. “Off the couch” to them means get 3 feet off the couch and leave 4 

toes dangling on the nearest upholstered object. 

 3. They are smart but they have a sense of humor.  If you say “drop it” and it is heavy, it will always land on your foot. 

 4. You will start to have discussions about “normal poos.” 

 5. You will be beyond excited when someone recognizes the breed. You will be grossed out by but still read up on feeding a 

raw diet. 

 6. On nights when you can’t sleep, you will find yourself on Amazon clicking on “what’s new” in the dog toys section. 

 7. They will tell you every day that they love you. If you are wearing clean jeans or a clean white t-shirt you won’t change 

clothes but instead just rub it in. 

 8. In the middle of the night if they need to throw up,  they will ask you to come help. (Which you will do.) 

 9. They really are babies. The AKC Breed standard may state the Swissy temperament as “Bold, faithful, willing worker. Alert 

and vigilant.” But the first time you go through the car wash, your Swissy will climb over the back seat and try to sit on your 

shoulder like a parrot. 

 10. Driving in the car on a hot day you will put your air conditioner to the “penguin” setting and drive the whole way to 

obedience class with goose bumps so your dog is comfortable. 

 
We met at the beach this morning in Santa Cruz All siblings except Cody :(. He lives too far away.  

Julie Gleason with Olaf, Rhonda Jennings with Rosco, Ava and Natalie Schmidt with Mitzi, Carol Bamsch with Maya and 
Riley girl, the babysitter. Pups are little over 8 months old. Firedance Second Honeymoon Litter. 

 
 
 
 



  

Gambit & Lucy working for treats at the Breeders’ Showcase in Santa Barbara last weekend! 

Winning the "Award of Merit" for all their hard work. 

GCH Alpinez Pirates Gold & CH Alpinez Gold Digger (Alyssa & Mark breeder handlers) 

 

The Saturday evening event, held in the arena of the Earl Warren Showgrounds, was much like a fancy lawn 

party. Tables with white tablecloths were arranged to provide viewing of the judging. Guests enjoyed a buffet 

dinner coordinated by the host, the Santa Barbara Kennel Club. Judging was held under a huge canopy tent.  

Breeders may enter dogs of either or the same sex. The recognition that goes to top breeders validates their 

hard work and efforts.  Best in Show caliber dogs do best in this competition. People bring their top dogs out of 

retirement, and we've begun to see a significant international entry.  
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You can say any fool thing to a 

dog, and the dog will give you 

this look that says, "My God, 

you're right! I never would've 

thought of that!" 

Dave Barry 
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SIGNS OF DOG SICKNESS 

Signs start with a change in your pet's routine behavior and attitude. 

               Watch for: 

 

    Decreased energy or activity level 

    Changes in appetite or water intake 

    Changes in behavior: hiding, refusing to play, becoming aggressive 

    Vomiting, diarrhea or straining to urinate or defecate 

    Poor coat quality, patchy hair loss or excessive scratching 

    Weight loss 

    Foul order coming from the mouth, ears or skin 

    Abnormal whining or crying 

 

          Toni Killpatrick 

 

INFORMATIONAL SITES to VISIT 

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2210909824/ 

 

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of America 

http://www.gsmdca.org/ 

 

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Forums 

http://greaterswissdotcom.com/forum/ 

 

Golden Gate GSMD Facebook Page 

Click here 

Visit our club website:         

www.goldengategsmdc.com/ 
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