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CALENDAR of ACTIVITIES 

 

February 8     Walk ’n’ Talk, 10:30  Ft. Funston  

May 2             Specialty at Hollister Dog Show 

September 21 GSMDCA Nationals, Loveland, CO 

October          GSMDCA Western Regional at Del 

                        Valle  Harvest Classic in Pleasanton 

 

Pending: 

 

Spring Fling in Atascadero for Families and Swissys 

Spring Herding Instinct Test in Vacaville 

Pack Hike 

Mid Summer Swiss Dog Day Afternoon-Ft. Mason 

End of Summer Event for Families  and Swissys 

Draft/Carting Training 

Walk ‘n’ Talk Hikes in September, October, 

 November 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
 

Welcome to 2015 and we hope that the coming year 

will be as successful and entertaining as the incredible 

year the Club experienced in 2014. The love we share 

for our Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs along with your 

enthusiastic efforts has allowed this Club to put on 

one of the greatest Western Regional shows ever in 

2014 with over 50 Swissys entered.  It also has 

provided us with numerous opportunities to get 

together for walks, parties, K-9 cancer fund raising, 

and most of all, to enjoy each other’s company in a 

variety of ways. 

 

I want to thank you for the honor of being the Club’s 

President for 2015, and what a privilege it is to be a 

member of a club where competition takes a back seat 

to the cooperation and comradery that is shared 

among all of us. 

 

We (the Club’s Directors and Committees) are 

working on coming up with a schedule of activities 

that will be inclusive for all of you, and we welcome 

your suggestions to help make this Club an even 

greater place for Swissies and their People. 

 

A great way to stay current on the Club’s activities is 

to visit our Facebook page and our club website at 

http://www.goldengategsmdc.com/   If you have any 

news items, brags, or photos about your Swissies and 

would like to place them on the Club’s website, please 

email them to rblits@goldendategsmdc.com.  

 

  Rob Blits, President 
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Officers, Board Members and Committees 
President: Rob Blits 

Vice President: Toni Killpatrick 

Secretary: Susan Robinson 

Treasurer: Donna Zetterquist 

Board Members: 
Erin Stammer 

Maria Jensen 

Leslie Bryson 

Carol Bamsch 

Linda Ridenour 

Membership: Toni Killpatrick 

Public Relations: Toni Killpatrick 

Ways and Means: Donna Zetterquist 

Awards and Trophies:   Erin Stammer  

Social Events:  

Donna Zetterquist  Linda Ridenour  Carol Bamsch  Victor Nerida  Jennifer Nerida 

Show Events: The Board 

Working Events: Nancy Glenn     

Newsletter: Susan Robinson 

Website: Rob Blits   

 

The objectives of the club shall be: 

 

To encourage and promote quality in the breeding of Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs  

and to do all possible to bring their natural qualities to perfection. 

To urge members and breeders to accept the standard of the breed 

as approved by the American Kennel Club 

as the only standard of excellence  

by which Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs shall be judged. 

To do all in its power to protect and advance the interests of the breed 

and to encourage sportsmanlike competition  

at dog shows (obedience and agility trials, drafting and tracking tests). 

To conduct sanctioned matches and specialty shows 

under the rules and regulations of the American Kennel Club. 

To have FUN together with our Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs. 
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GGGSMDC ANNUAL MEETING  October 18, 2014, in Pleasanton, CA 

Toni Killpatrick, President, called the meeting to order at 6:20 pm, in the Amador Pavilion at the Alameda County Fairgrounds.  

Those who signed as being in attendance were: Armen and Veronica Mamulyen, Shauna Summers and Jeremy Schuster, 

Donna Zetterquist, Nancy Glenn, Victor and Jennifer Nerida, Lynne Lancaster, Bonnie Huett, Allison Allen, Rebecca Martin, 

Lisa Simonsen, Leslie Bryson, Robert Blits, Marie Blits, Melanie Cordan, Matt Freeman and Lee-Ann Smith, Woutje Swets, 

Heidi Steenstra, Erin Stammer, Jeff Stammer, Paula Robles, Kelly Stover, Camille Sybert, Alyssa Ashton Shah and Mark Poirier, 

Maureen Buckley, Jim and Deanne Carter, Michele Slate, Julie and Frank Vonada, Carol Bamsch, Toni Killpatrick, Lyle 

Killpatrick, Dave Bryson, and Susan Robinson.   

Toni thanked everyone for coming and working—we have never had a specialty this big in California. 

We had a moment of silence for Doreen Pesce, who passed away last Sunday of a blood clot.  Alyssa talked about all the 

wonderful things she did for Swissys.  We circulated a book of photos of Doreen with her beloved animals. 

Congratulations to all the winners.  Max took best of breed and then got a Group Three.  Petra is now the Ambassador of the 

Breed for the GSMDCA.  She is the #1 in the nation of Swissys. 

The educational presentation today was about Nose Work. 

The Minutes  were  approved as read. 

Treasurer’s Report—Donna Zetterquist:  As of Oct. 15—$5066.71 in Checking and $156.90 in savings, with two  outstanding 

checks from End of Summer Party.  (See report)  Donna reminded us to keep track of reimbursements and present receipts to 

her within 30 days of an event.  Committee chairs need to submit all expenditures for the year and present a budget request 

for the coming year, due January 1st, 2015.  Nancy resigned as president, and so Toni  Killpatrick and Donna are now on the 

account.  The Board met today and appointed Rob Blits to be our Vice President, and also be on the bank account.  Nancy 

Glenn said that she took her name off of the account.  The Treasurer’s Report was moved (Jennifer Nerida) and seconded 

(Heidi Steenstra), and the report was approved. 

Elections—Paula Robles, Chair:  The Nomination Committee  established the Officers and Board of Directors for 2015. Paula 

moved, there was a second, and the slate of Officers and Board  was approved. 

President   Rob Blits 

Vice President Toni Killpatrick 

Secretary   Susan Robinson 

Treasurer   Donna Zetterquist 

Board:   Linda Ridenour, Carol Bamsch, Leslie Bryson, Maria Jensen, Erin Stammer   

Four new memberships today:  Allison Allen, Bonnie Huett, Rebecca Martin, and Lisa Simonsen  from the Northwest. 

Heidi Steenstra announced that the Coffee Fundraiser raised $432.00.  There will be a Flash Sale during the last weekend in 

November, so you can order again. 

Wayne and Mike were honored for helping us with the parking. 

New Business: 

Rob—Calendars:  Thanks for photos.  There is a prototype calendar at the entry, and you can order for $15.00.   

 

Toni Introduced Judge Mary Dee Ward, who said, “It warms my heart to see this family group.  I am thrilled to see so many 

owner handlers out there.  Dog temperaments were fantastic.”   



Toni Introduced Judge Mary Dee Ward, who said, “It warms my heart to see this family group.  I am thrilled to see so many 
owner handlers out there.  Dog temperaments were fantastic.”   
 
The Christmas Party will be in Pleasanton, December 7, at the Mexico Lindo restaurant.  The meeting adjourned at 6:45 PM. 

GGGSMDC MEETING  December 7, 2014, at Mexico Lindo in Pleasanton, CA 

President Toni Killpatrick called the meeting to order at 12:35 pm, at Mexico Lindo Restaurant, Pleasanton.  Those in 

attendance were: Toni and Lyle Killpatrick, Linda Ridenour, Susan Robinson, Carol Bamsch, Monika McNamara, Gaby Cohen, 

Rob Blits, Michelle and Tim McNeill, Donna Zetterquist, Casey and Jenni Allen.  Toni thanked everyone for pulling together 

and helping to present a great GSMDCA Specialty.  She read a quote from Betty Ann Stenmark, who will be putting pictures 

of our Specialty in the AKC Gazette.   The Minutes  were  approved as presented. 

Treasurer’s Report —Donna Zetterquist:  As of November 30, we had $8467.30 in checking and $156.90 in savings.  The total 

is $8624.20.  We met the treasurer’s goal of $10,000 briefly.  Outstanding checks--$804.12.  Donna reminded members to 

submit signed, dated receipts  for reimbursement.  January 7th is the deadline for submitting 2014 budget requests. The 

Finance Committee meets on January 17th to create a 2015 budget.  Susan Robinson moved, Toni Killpatrick seconded and 

the Treasurer’s Report was approved. 

There are six prospective members today:  Derek and Peggy Gallar, Lisa Simonsen, Bonnie Huett, Allison Allen, Michael 

Meadows/Sarah Rensch, and Holly Webb.  These proposed were voted into membership.  

Old Business: 

Calendars: Rob Blits ordered 50@$400.00.  We have collected over $700.  The 7 left will be sold at the Cow Palace in January.  

Rob asks members to submit high resolution photos for next year’s calendar, especially winter and autumn.  

Hospitality has alcohol left over from the Specialty.  The End of Summer Party may have made a profit.  We were under 

budget on the trophies purchased for the Specialty. 

New Business: 

The Swiss-themed GGGSMDC Specialty will be at the Gavilan Dog Show on May 2, 2015, in Hollister, CA.  There will be 

Sweepstakes, Breed Shows, and a Supported Entry on Saturday and Sunday.  Erin and Paula are working on Swiss-themed 

trophies from Ether’s European Imports, with a $1300 budget.  This will be an MBF Show, so we need different ribbons; we 

moved to upgrade to about $3.00 per ribbon.   Food for the show will be brauts, sauerkraut and fondue. 

Herding and Carting:  Carol is working on herding, and Toni will contact the Bernese Mountain Dog Club about carting. 

Shows (Donna):  Entries for the Benched Show at the Cow Palace (January 24-25) are open.  Puppies can be there on Puppy 

Show day, but any dog over 12 months must have a blue ribbon.  Entries for the Palm Springs Show (January 3-4) close on 

December 17th. 

Ways and Means (Paula):  There is a $20.00 Swissy ornament available. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:15 PM. 

Submitted by Susan Robinson, Secretary 
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Northwest Contingent     Saloon-Keepers    Foolin’ around in the Photo Booth 

     
Chuckwagon Cooks    Getting Swissys Ready    Trophies 

 
Parading to the Ring 

GSMDCA Western Regional - Judge: Mardee Ward 
BOB/Group 3: BISS GCH Alpinez in Living Color     BOS: GCH RamsGate's Full Moon Rising 

BOW: Trout Creek Cascade Summer Rain    WD: Trout Creek Cascade Summer Rain 

RWD: Northwood's Xpedition of Painted Mtn.         WB: Painted Mountain’s H20 

RWB: Suddanly Ham It Up            AOM/BV: GCH Cornerstone's Cool Hand Luke 

AOM: GCH Alpinez Pirates Gold     Select Dog: Ch Painted Mountain's Olaf the Viking Pirate 

Select Bitch: Ch Whispering Pine Aloha Kailani Best Bred By: Painted Mountain’s H2O 

Best Puppy: RamsGate's Just What the Dr. Ordered Best Amateur Owner Handler: Ramsgate's Sparkler 

Stud Dog: GCH Trout Creek on a Roll Brood Bitch: GCH Ramsgate's Diamond in the Rough 

Generations: GCH Painted Trout Grand Jury  
 

       

  

October 2014 at Del Valle in Pleasanton, CA  

“I know a fair bit about dog clubs and I can attest that the GGGSMDC may be the 
best specialty club ever!!! And I don't pass out compliments like that freely...” 
Betty-Anne Stenmark, show chairman of the Del Valle Dog Club of Livermore. 
 
 



First, here is a “Working on Recall” VIDEO 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1T1a3_1ouqY 

Have you heard of BARN HUNT? 

http://www.livingwithdogs.us/#!barn-hunt/cfcv 

The sport of Barn Hunt is based on the hunting and teamwork skills historically used by “rat catchers” who traveled the countryside ridding 
farms of vermin. Dogs and handlers work as a team to locate and mark rats (safe in aerated tubes) hidden in a maze of straw or hay 
bales. The event is open to all dogs.  Barn Hunt tests the nose, speed, agility and surefootedness of dogs that have a history of above-
ground vermin hunting. “We quickly found out that many breeds and mixed breeds enjoy the search and can excel at this sport.”  Barn 
Hunt events include a pass/fail Instinct class for owners who want to familiarize their dog with the test.  With the help of other enthusiasts, 
the Barn Hunt has been made into a fun, challenging game and a great breed instinct test for all breeds of dogs. It is just plain fun time for 
anybody else who wants to try it. 

GGGSMDC member Melanie Cordan Young took Zen to the January 18 workshop in Aptos.  She comments, “It was totally fun!!! We 
completely failed the instinct test and novice run but that was because Zen started signaling (in her case, it was pawing them) all the tubes, 
not just the one where the rat was. That was totally my fault for praising her too quickly initially in the exercises. It's a lot harder than it 
you'd think! It's a neat combo of agility and nose work.  There is a club out of Fremont that practices every Thursday and they put on 
workshops a lot. The titles are AKC recognized. Something to think about.” 

K-9 NOSE WORK 

At our GSMDCA Specialty, our Swissys had an opportunity to try out K-9 Nose Work, led by Josette Kimes www.NoseWorkFun.com  The 
dogs loved it. 

Inspired by working detection dogs, K9 Nose Work is the fun search and scenting activity designed to be accessible to virtually any dog, 
including dogs who are unable to enjoy other dog activities due to age, physical limitations, lack of obedience, fear or reactivity issues. If 
your dog has a nose, you've got a K9 Nose Work dog!  Your dog may have too much energy, and lack some of the obedience necessary to 
practice and compete in other dog activities. K9 Nose Work is a great way to let your dog burn energy and increase focus. This easy to learn 
activity and sport builds confidence and focus in many dogs, and provides a safe way to keep dogs fit and healthy through mental and 
physical exercise.  It can be a great indoor activity on poor weather days. 

K9 Nose Work starts with getting your dog excited about using his nose to seek out a favorite toy or treat reward hidden in one of several 
boxes, expanding the game to entire rooms, exterior areas, and vehicles. As your dog grows more confident with his nose, target odors 
(birch, anise, and clove) are introduced, and competition skills are taught. 

Unlike many dog sports, K-9 Nose Work only allows one dog into the search area at a time, making it an ideal sport for shy dogs or even dog 

aggressive dogs.  K-9 Nose Work is an excellent way for handlers to learn about their dogs' body language and the fascinating way their 

nose allows them to discover their world. 

Here is a K-9 Nose Work video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=BycQ2MA1o_k 

Some other resources:   http://www.funnosework.com/  https://www.nacsw.net/ 

    
Our noses know! 
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At the GSMDCA National Specialty in Bethlehem, PA,  

WTCH CH Petra of Whispering Pine HSAdsc, HIAs, HRDIIIs, RLFIs “Petra” 
was awarded the highest distinction. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS to our own GGGSMDC’s ! 

The SENNtinel, 2014, Issue 3 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2015 ALL-BREED DOG SHOWS 
(Northern & Central California) 

Sun 2/13 & Mon 2/14  Santa Clara Valley KC, San Jose     Closes 1/28 

Sat 3/7 & Sun 3/8  Kings KC, Hanford       Closes 2/18 

Thu 3/19 – Sun 3/22  4-Day Cluster, San Mateo     Closes 3/4 

Sat 4/11 & Sun 4/12  Sacramento KC, Sacramento     Closes 3/25 

Sat 4/18 & Sun 4/19  Chief Solano KC, Vallejo      Closes 4/1 

Sat 5/2 & Sun 5/3  Gavilan KC & GGGSMDC Specialty, Tres Pinos  Closes 4/15 

Sat 5/10 & Sun 5/11 Camellia & Santa Cruz KCs, Woodland   Closes 4/22 

Sat 5/16 & Sun 5/17   Coyote Hills KC, Vallejo     Closes 4/29 

Sat 5/23 & Sun 5/24 Hangtown KC, Placerville      Closes 5/6 

Mon 5/25   KC of CA Sierra, Hangtown     Closes 5/6 

Thu 5/28 – Sun 5/31  4-Day Cluster, Gridley      Closes 5/13 

Thu 6/4 – Sun 6/7  Woofstock Cluster, Vallejo    Closes 5/20 

Sat 6/6 & Sun 6/7  Contra Costa KC, Vallejo     Closes 5/20 

Fri 6/26 – Sun 6/28 Lost Coast KC, Ferndale KC    Closes 6/10 

Sat 7/4 & Sun 7/5  Santa Maria KC, Ventura     Closes 6/17 

Sat 7/11, Del Monte KC  Carmel*       Closes 6/24  

Sat 9/19 & Sun 9/20  SLO KC, Paso Roble      Closes 9/2  

    (Nice show, but not good this year for dogs going to Nationals.) 

**OK, It’s out of our area in Southern California, on the 4th of July, and only one day this year, but 

we like this show and enter whenever we can. 
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 Donna Zetterquist 

Hi, All! 
 

Let’s make a big commitment to enter shows this year so we can celebrate 
Championships  (and other accomplishments) for those Swissys who tried so hard for 
points in 2014.  Remember, our club is a big family.  As good as it feels for our own dogs 
to win, it feels even better if all our dogs get titles so we can celebrate together.  We 
have a reputation to uphold now as the most mutually supportive club in the AKC with 
our legendary camaraderie (and the best celebrations)!  Let’s pitch in to help each other. 
 
Here are the MBF shows.  Let me know which you’d like to enter, and we’ll start putting 
plans together. 
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WHAT A GREAT WAY TO FINISH! 
She was Best of Breed, 

a brand new Grand Champion, 
and she took 3rd in the Owner-Handled Group. 

GCH CH Alpinez Gold Medal Ribbon Sophie 
CGCAt Shoreline in Costa Mesa,  

Dec 6, 2014 
Owner-handled by Kelly Stover! 

Dam:  CH Five Point Alpinez Trick or Treat Candy aka “Candy” 
Sire: CH Big Hunk of Whispering Pine aka “Riley” 

 

 

 

Introducing 

GCH Ch Alpinez Rose Gold CGC 

“Arbor” 

Arbor took best of breed  

and finished her grand championship  

at the San Gabriel Kennel Club, November 1, 2014. 

Owned and loved by Camille Sybert and Alyssa Shah. 

Sire:    Ch Big Hunk of Whispering Pine 

   Dam:  Ch Fivepoint Alpinez Trick or Treat Candy            

DOB: 2/17/12 

 

 
New GCH CH Alpinez Heart of Gold, 

aka Bentley 

with a Best of Breed win 
at the Ventura County Dog Fanciers Assn. Show 

January 18, 2015 
 
 

owner handled by Lori Gorvetzian all the way! 

 
from Whispering Pine Riley  

and Alpinez's Candy’s first litter. 
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Thank you to everyone who purchased their custom kennel signs and garden stakes through Ways & Means! 

We also Thank Willie with Arctic Design for his great products, prompt service and great pricing!  

Our club continues to grow and succeed with everyone’s support, Thank you all so much! 

~ Ways & Means 

 

Custom Kennel Sign- Breed Specific   
*All Breeds Available* 

 

           
Dog with Single bone $40         Dog with Double bone $50                   Bone Only $30         Leash Hook $30 
      Shipping for these items is an additional $10 
 

 
 

   
 

~Elevated Food Bowls~ 
$150* Bowls included 

Call for Pick Up & Shipping Options 

 
 

For orders email/call/text erinstammer@gmail.com / 707-291-5454 

mailto:erinstammer@gmail.com
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Brain Scans Reveal What Dogs Really Think of Us 
http://mic.com/articles/104474/brain-scans-reveal-what-dogs-really-think-of-us 

This partner story is part of BrainMic, a collaboration with GE to share the latest advances in brain research and technology.   

Thanks to Rob Blits 

We love our dogs. 

In the 30,000 years humans and dogs have lived together, man's best friend has only become a more popular and 

beloved pet. Today, dogs are a fixture in almost 50% of American households. 

From the way dogs thump their tails, invade our laps and steal our pillows, it certainly seems like they love us back. 

But since dogs can't tell us what's going on inside their furry heads, can we ever be sure? 

Actually, yes. Thanks to recent developments in brain imaging technology, we're starting to get a better picture of the 

happenings inside the canine cranium. 

That's right — scientists are actually studying the brains of dogs. And what the studies show is welcome news for all 

dog owners: Not only do dogs seem to love us back, they actually see us as their family. It turns out that dogs rely on 

humans more than they do their own kind for affection, protection and everything in between. 

        Dogs gathered around MRI scanner MR Research Center in Budapest. 

        Image Credit: Borbala Ferenczy 

        The most direct brain-based evidence that dogs are hopelessly devoted 

        to humans comes from a recent neuroimaging study about odor  

        processing in the dog brain. Animal cognition scientists at Emory  

        University trained dogs to lie still in an MRI machine and used fMRI 

        (functional magnetic resonance imaging) to measure their neural  

        responses to the smell of people and dogs, both familiar and unknown. 

        Because dogs navigate the world through their noses, the way they 

        process smell offers a lot of potential insight into social behavior. 

        The scientists found that dog owners' aroma actually sparked  

        activation in the "reward center" of their brains, called the caudate 

        nucleus. Of all the wafting smells to take in, dogs actually prioritized 

        the hint of humans over anything or anyone else. 

        These results jibe with other canine neuroimaging research. In 

Budapest, researchers at Eotvos Lorand University studied canine brain activity in response to different human and 

dog sounds, including voices, barks and the meaningful grunts and sighs both species emit. Before this study, we had 

no idea what happens inside canine brains when humans make noise. 

Among other surprising findings, the study revealed marked similarities in the way dog and human brains process 

emotionally laden vocal sounds. Researchers found that happy sounds in particular light up the auditory cortex in 

both species. This commonality speaks to the uniquely strong communication system underlying the dog-human 

bond. 

In short: Dogs don't just seem to pick up on our subtle mood changes — they are actually physically wired to pick up 

on them. 

 

 

 

http://mic.com/articles/104474/brain-scans-reveal-what-dogs-really-think-of-us
http://phys.org/news/2013-05-dogs-domesticated-earlier-thought.html
http://www.humanesociety.org/issues/pet_overpopulation/facts/pet_ownership_statistics.html
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0376635714000473
http://www.cell.com/current-biology/abstract/S0960-9822%2814%2900123-7


 
 

 
 
 

 
 

                       

Winter  2015                                                                                                                                                  VOL. FOUR   ISSUE #1 

 

 

"It's very interesting to understand the tool kit that helps such successful vocal communication between two species," 

Attila Andics, a neuroscientist and lead author of the study, told Mic. "We didn't need neuroimaging to see that 

communication works [between dogs and people], but without it, we didn't understand why it works. Now we're 

really starting to." 

    Dog waiting to be scanned at MR Research Center in Budapest. Image Credit:  

    Borbala Ferenczy. 

    Behavior research supports the recent neuroscience too. According to Andics, dogs 

    interact with their human caregivers in the same way babies do their parents. When 

    dogs are scared or worried, they run to their owners, just as distressed toddlers make a 

    beeline for their parents. This is in stark contrast to other domesticated animals:  

    Petrified cats, as well as horses, will run away. 

    Dogs are also the only non-primate animal to look people in the eyes. This is  

    something Andics, along with other researchers, discovered about a decade ago when 

    he studied the domestication of wolves, which he thought would share that trait. They 

    endeavored to raise wolves like dogs. This is a unique behavior between dogs and 

    humans — dogs seek out eye contact from people, but not their biological dog parents. 

"Bonding with owners is much more important for dogs than other pets," said             

Andics.             Image Credit: Getty                         

Scientists have also looked at the dog-human relationship from the other  

direction. As it turns out, people reciprocate dogs' strong feelings. In a study  

published in PLOS One in October, Massachusetts General Hospital researchers  

measured human brain activity in response to photos of dogs and children. Study 

participants were women who'd had dogs and babies for at least two years. Both  

types of photos sparked activity in brain regions associated with emotion,  

reward, affiliation, visual processing and social interaction. Basically, both furry 

and (typically) less-furry family members make us equally happy. 

Dog-lovers have committed a few notable gaffes in interpreting dogs' facial expressions, e.g., assuming the often-

documented hangdog look signifies guilt, an emotion that, most behavior experts agree, requires a multifaceted 

notion of self-awareness that dogs probably don't have.  

But, as with family, our instinctive hunches about dog behavior are often correct.  

"Sometimes our intuition about what's going on inside dogs' heads is dead-on," said Laurie Santos, the lead 

researcher at Yale's Canine Cognition Center. "Like, that dogs are seeking out help from us — and that's true based 

on studies — which is different from even their closest relatives, wolves." 

The precise wish or worry lurking in a dog's doleful look may not always be clear. But we can relish the fact that we 

know our pets love us as much as we hoped, maybe even more. Even if they're not full-fledged children, they see us 

as family. And to us? Well, they'll always be our babies. 

GE Scientists and Mic are partnering to share the latest advances in brain research and technology through 

BrainMic, a Spotlight Series that explores the universe in our heads, now through December 2014.Click here to read 

more from this series on BrainMic  

 
 

               

http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0107205
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMvXG7eg0-M
http://doglab.yale.edu/
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Basic Homemade FROSTY PAWS 
   

 32 oz. plain yogurt 

1 mashed ripe banana 

2 tablespoons peanut butter 

2 tablespoons honey 

       Mix all of the ingredients with a blender or mixer and freeze in ice cube trays. Small 

       paper cups and disposable egg cartons also make good molds. When frozen,  

       microwave for a few seconds, unmold, and place the treats in a plastic bag and store 

       in the freezer. (Note: if using Styrofoam egg cartons or cups, rest the containers 

       briefly in a partially filled pan of warm water to loosen contents. Unless the  

       Styrofoam is labeled as microwave safe, it could melt.) If you want to be fancy, bone 

       and paw shaped molds are available.   

Variations 

This is where the fun part begins! Using only the yogurt as a base, there are any number of ways to vary the original 

recipe. You're only limited by your imagination. Because these treats are frozen, their consistency is less important 

than when experimenting with baked goods. Below are a few variations my own dogs have heartily endorsed. 

Use fruit and flavored yogurt instead of plain. I've used vanilla, blueberry, and strawberry/banana with good  results.  

 

Mix the yogurt with a packet of low sodium powdered chicken bouillon (Herb Ox has sodium free chicken granules) 

and a cup of low sodium chicken broth. 

One large jar of baby food is approximately equal to one banana. So instead of the banana, use the baby food of 

your choice. My dogs LOVE meat baby food. Unfortunately, this only seems to come in small jars. Use three or 

four jars of the meat of your choice in place of the banana, peanut butter and honey. 

Puree the yogurt in a blender with a can of mackerel or salmon. 

Scramble or boil several eggs, and puree them with the yogurt. You can use raw eggs, but then enters the (small) 

risk of salmonella poisoning. (I occasionally use raw eggs, but I raise my own free range chickens and have control 

over the cleanliness of their nests.). Raw egg whites destroy biotin, a necessary B vitamin. Raw egg yolks, however, 

are a rich source of biotin and offset the raw egg white. Do not feed raw egg whites by themselves as over time this 

practice could lead to a biotin deficiency. 

Puree the yogurt with raw chicken or beef liver. Raw liver purees with ease. Liver is rich, and a little goes a long 

way. Too much will give a dog diarrhea.  You get the idea ... you truly ARE only limited by your imagination! 

Pumpkin Dog Cookies—Julie Vonada 

I had about 3/4 can of pumpkin, small jar of applesauce, few cups of oatmeal, an egg and added rice flour to a thick

      dough. Using coconut oil so it wouldn't stick to the 

                 counter, I rolled the dough 1/4 thick and cut shapes.   

                 Bake at 350 for  

      40 minutes.       

 

 

 

   



  
 

 
  

NEVER A DULL MOMENT WITH sWISSYS 

     

 

    
 

          
           

        
        

 

              

 

Winter  2015                                                                                                                                                  VOL. FOUR   ISSUE #1 

 



 Swissy Time! 

        
                Bruno Schmoldt at Crissy Field      

                     

       
                 Enzo                                                                Lucy, Sophie, Arbor                                                     Lucas Family 

 

     
Axel in the snow                                                             Axel in the water                                    Mattie, Charlie and Joe   

  

 

So, I have this secret to tell you                       Zen Pixie at work 

 
Dixie and Fredrick with a message 
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What a way to “End the Summer,” but 
with a party like this. You know, this club 
can party in rain (which we had in the 
form of a downpour on Friday night) or 
shine (which we had on Saturday and 
Sunday).  We never stopped partying or 
getting business done!  Nothing stops us 
from having a great time in this club.  32 
dogs, 41 humans, and 8 RV’s parked 
around this beautiful vineyard, and 
partied. 
     
The food (of course) was fabulous!!! The 
full Mexican dinner on Friday night with 
fajitas and all the fixin’s, along with 
Donna’s famous Margaritas, made a great 
Fiesta.  Saturday started with a full 
Continental breakfast followed with 
appetizers throughout the day.  Doug  
Ridenour  BBQ’d tri tip along with chicken,  
complemented with everyone’s side 
dishes.  That was one, delicious dinner.  
“Dessert” was a huge GGGSMDC cake, 
apple pie, a great slide show of Marie, 
Trekker, and Rob Blits’ 3 month Canadian 
Trip…and of course movie night under the 
stars!!!! 
                   
Sunday brought a Champagne brunch--
breakfast burritos, quiche, yogurt, HUGE 
fruit salad and Mimosas, of course! 
 
What can I say? If you didn’t attend, you 
missed a FABULOUS PARTY and meeting. 
I, along with everyone else at this 
weekend event, would like to send a BIG 
thank you to Paula and Ed Robles for 
extending their hospitality and opening up 
their home for this special event… and to 
Paula’s two sidekicks, Heidi and Erin. 
What a team!!! You all made this a 
successful “End of the Summer” party.  
And, thanks to the Swissys for all the 
entertainment.  Let’s continue to have the 
fun (Woof Woof) 
 
Toni Killpatrick, President 
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5 Reasons Dogs Tilt Their Heads 
By Arden Moore, a certified dog and cat behaviorist with the International Association of Animal Behavior 

Consultants. Arden is an author, radio host, and writer for Pets Best, a dog insurance and cat insurance agency. 

Smart dogs quickly discover that by sitting or standing still, looking sweetly at you and tilting their heads from side 

to side can yield them oodles of treats and attention from you. They seem to know that their adorable antic will fetch 

your favor.  

     

But dogs also tilt their heads for other reasons – some that may surprise you and some that signal the immediate 

need to be treated by a veterinarian. Head tilting also may be triggered by: 

1. The need to pinpoint the location of a curious sound. Canine hearing is far superior to human hearing. 

Although dog ears come in many shapes (from cropped to upright and from floppy to erect), they use head tiling to 

zero in on a sound beckoning their curiosity. That may explain while they sound the bark alarm as a delivery person 

approaches your front door before you are able to hear any sounds. It is important to reward your dog when she 

sounds the alarm so that she is acknowledged for doing her job. 

2. The aggravating presence of ear infections. A dog’s ear canals may be contending with a fungal infection. Or 

there may be a foreign object, such as a foxtail, lodged inside an ear. Don’t ignore if your dog begins tilting his head 

and persistently pawing at one or both ears. Seek prompt veterinary care. 

3. A head injury. During roughhousing with another dog or running too fast off leash and colliding into a solid 

object like a tree or parked vehicle, your dog could suffer an injury to his head. This trauma can cause your dog’s 

equilibrium to be off balance and cause unintentional tilting of the head to one side. 

4. Vestibular disease. The vestibular apparatus are the nerves responsible for determining the body’s orientation 

relative to the ground. It informs your dog’s eyes and head how they should move. Inflammation of these nerves can 

be caused by different things, but will result in a head tilt and the dog falling or rolling to one side. Some causes of 

vestibular disease resolve on their own, while others are more serious. A veterinarian should be able to determine the 

underlying cause and your dog’s prognosis for recovery. 

5. Hypothyroidism. Dogs who border on being obese and are not very active are prime candidates for 

hypothyroidism, a condition characterized by an inadequate amount of the thyroid hormone. Affected dogs tend to 

show signs of skin abnormality as well as neurologic signs, including head tilting and leg weakness. 

The take-home message: book an appointment with your veterinarian if your dog starts tilting his head for any 

reason other than simply wanting to seek your attention. 

 

 

 

https://www.petsbest.com/enroll/step1


                                                               

   

 

                                                                                                                                      
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
 

Winter  2015                                                                                                                                                  VOL. FOUR   ISSUE #1 

  

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

International Dog Show 

Erin Stammer 

I'd like to suggest that our members attend the next International Dog Show!! These shows are VERY casual...Handlers wear 

comfortable clothing and shoes, and show their dogs with short lead and chains (just like at AKC).   In one day, you can enter 

two shows, giving you more opportunity for training and schooling. The judges are very warm and eager to give advice. Dogs 

do not compete against each other, rather they aim to gain a "V-1" meaning the dog matches the "Breed Standard" and is 

entitled to points towards an International Title.  In one successful weekend, a dog can become an International Champion. 

These shows are much smaller and a fantastic way to begin learning about showing your dog. 

    
New International Champions-Enzo, Dirty Harry, Fredrick and Jake. 

The NEXT International show is in Dixon, California, June 13 & 14. Those interested should go to www.iabca.com to enter the 

show.   In order to become a member of the IABCA, you are required to turn in an application along with a 3-generation 

pedigree on your dog.   This is available either through your breeder or you may purchase one on the AKC website for 

$32.  Anyone having a hard time can call/email me for help.   

CANINE GOOD CITIZEN 

www.akc.org/dogowner/training/canine_good_citizen/links.cfm 

The CGC Program is designed to reward dogs who have good manners at home and in the community. The Canine Good 

Citizen Program is a two-part program that stresses responsible pet ownership for owners and basic good manners for dogs. 

All dogs who pass the 10-step CGC test may receive a certificate from the American Kennel Club.  They also get the CGC 

behind their AKC registered name.  After earning their CGC, our Swissys can go on to these activities (click on each): 

 Therapy Dogs  

 After CGC: What Comes Next?  

 How to Get an AKC, PAL (ILP) or AKC Canine Partners Number  

 Obedience  

 Agility  

 Tracking  

 Performance Events  

 Rally®  

 AKC Therapy Dog™  

Congratulations to these GGGSMDC Swissys who passed their Canine Good Citizen Test recently:  Dixie and Fredrick Vonada, 

Velvet Brown Lancaster, Jake Robles, and Enzo Stammer.  Please let us know when your GSMD achieves a goal, so that we 

can share your success with others who really care, and so that we can learn of new activities to try. 

 

http://www.iabca.com/
http://www.akc.org/dogowner/training/canine_good_citizen/links.cfm
http://www.akc.org/events/cgc/program.cfm?page=3
http://www.akc.org/events/cgc/after_cgc.cfm
http://www.akc.org/events/cgc/after_cgc.cfm?page=2
http://www.akc.org/events/cgc/after_cgc.cfm?page=3
http://www.akc.org/events/cgc/after_cgc.cfm?page=4
http://www.akc.org/events/cgc/after_cgc.cfm?page=5
http://www.akc.org/events/cgc/after_cgc.cfm?page=6
http://www.akc.org/events/rally/index.cfm
http://www.akc.org/akctherapydog/
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We’ve Gone to the Dogs!      
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     Ear Disease in Dogs by Nancy Kay, DVM © 

     If you are a dog lover, chances are one of your canine companions has experienced  
     an ear infection. No fun, right? And if your dog has suffered with recurrent ear  
     infections, chances are you’ve felt like pulling your own hair out! 

     The following information is intended to enhance your understanding of the canine 
     ear and help you get the help you need if your dog develops ear issues. 

     The anatomy of the canine ear canal 
     The horizontal portion of the external ear canal. Looking forward you see a glistening, 
     semi-transparent membrane that fills the entirety of the tunnel ahead. Aha! This must 
     be the eardrum (tympanic membrane). It appears quite thin so you muster up some 
     speed and run straight towards it. Your force and momentum cause the eardrum to 
     rupture and you topple forward into a large cavernous space. 

     The middle ear 
You’ve now entered the tympanic bulla (middle ear cavity), an open and empty, smooth surfaced cave created out of bone. It’s 
not easy, but you manage to climb out of this cavern, and as you approach the top you notice multiple small bones (ossicles 
that are responsible for transmitting sound) along with what looks like a thin window shade called the cochlear window. You 
poke your head through the shade and find yourself peering into yet another space. Bold little traveler that you are, you climb 
on in. 

The inner ear 
You have entered the inner ear a rather small and crowded space filled with some really crazy looking labyrinthine structures. 
Some of them are responsible for transmission of sound to the brain, others for maintenance of balance. You see a white ropy 
structure that is a nerve leading directly into the brain. Now wait just a minute before you grab hold of that nerve! I think you’ve 
done enough for one day! 

What you’ve observed 
Exhausted as you are after your incredible journey you’ve likely gained some new knowledge about the canine ear: 

 From the surface, the ear may look like a pretty simple body part. In fact, what lies beneath is an amazingly complex 
structure consisting of the external ear canal, the middle ear, and the inner ear. 

 The normal external ear canal appears wide open, smooth-surfaced, and devoid of any fluid or debris. 
 The eardrum is quite thin and fragile. It can be fairly easily perforated by a foreign body within the ear canal or in 

response to infection. 
 Following swimming or bathing moisture is readily retained within the external ear canal, thanks to gravity and the 

anatomy of the ear canal. Such moisture predisposes to ear infections (more information about this next week). The 
same holds true for foreign bodies. Once they’ve entered the external ear canal they typically stay put, even with 
vigorous head shaking. 

 The length and structure of the external ear canal make it impossible to be viewed in its entirety without the use of a 
special instrument called an otoscope. An ear problem in a head-shaking dog cannot be ruled out with an at-home 
flashlight exam! 

 
Why is it that some dogs go through an entire lifetime without a single ear problem, yet others become lifelong repeat 
offenders? Here are some predisposing factors: 

Allergies 
Allergies are commonplace in dogs. Some develop allergies to food ingredients, others to environment allergens such as dust, 
pollens, and molds. While most allergic dogs have itchy skin, some experience inflammation within the ear canals as their only 
symptom. This inflammation causes production of excess cerumen (ear wax) which happens to be an ideal culture media for 
the growth of yeast and bacterial organisms. 

Identifying and appropriately treating the underlying allergies are necessary to eradicate the chronic ear problems they cause. 
Doing so may involve a hypoallergenic food trial (strict adherence to a novel protein diet for six to eight weeks) or specific 
testing to identify which environmental allergies are at play (skin testing preferred to blood testing). 

 

 

http://speakingforspot.com/blog/2010/04/22/stop-that-scratching-2


 
Underlying diseases that affect the skin 
The lining of the ear canals is truly an extension of the skin, so it makes sense that diseases that cause skin inflammation may 
have the same effect on the ear canals. As discussed above, allergies are a classic example. Other diseases that can affect 
both skin and ears include seborrhea, autoimmune diseases, mites, and hormonal imbalances such as diabetes, 
hypothyroidism (inadequate production of thyroid hormone), and Cushing’s disease (overproduction of adrenal gland 
hormones). Treatment of the underlying primary disease is the best bet for resolving the ear problems. 

Moisture within the ear canal 
Small numbers of yeast and bacterial organisms reside within the normal ear canal. Add moisture to the mix and the 
populations of these microorganisms can multiply resulting in infection. 

When water enters the ear canal it tends to stay put, thanks to gravity working in conjunction with the length and slope of the 
ear canal. No matter how much head shaking occurs or how many cotton balls are used to soak up the surface water, that ear 
canal is going to stay wet following swimming and bathing. 

The options for dealing with this situation are to prevent the ear canals from ever getting wet (you try suggesting this to 
someone with a Labrador and a backyard swimming pool), or the consistent application of “drying agent” into the ear canals 
after they get wet. Ask your veterinarian for a product recommendation. The recipe for a homemade drying agent consists of 
one part white vinegar, one part water, and one part 70% isopropyl alcohol (avoid the 90% variety). Please do notuse this 
concoction in your dog’s ears before discussing it with your veterinarian. 

Gently place a wad of cotton balls within the opening to the external ear canals prior to bath time. Once they are place coat 
the outer surface of the cotton balls with some petroleum jelly to help repel water. Be sure to remember to remove them when 
bath time is over! 

A growth or foreign body within the ear canal 
Any time normal anatomy is disrupted by something that shouldn’t be there, infection is likely to result. The ear canal 
commonly responds to the presence of a mass or foreign body in this fashion. This is one of the reasons it is so important for 
a veterinarian to visually inspect the entirety of an infected ear canal using an instrument called an otoscope. Removal of the 
mass or foreign body is the key to treating the secondary ear infection. 

Narrowed (stenotic) ear canals 
The normal ear canal is a wide-open structure. When narrowed, it prevents normal air circulation and predisposes to 
accumulation of waxy discharge. Both of these factors create the perfect storm for infection to occur. Some dogs are born with 
stenotic ear canals. For others narrowing is a sequela to chronic inflammation that causes thickening of the tissues lining the 
ear canal. In severe cases, surgical revision to “open up” the ear canal may be necessary. 

Are you wondering why I did not add “hairy ear canals” to this list of factors predisposing to canine ear disease? In the good 
ole’ days we used to torment dogs by stripping the hair out of their ear canals thinking this would prevent infection. Now we 
know that doing so actually creates inflammation that can then lead to infection. With rare exception, hair removal from the ear 
canals is a big “no-no”. 

Veterinarians in general practice are just about guaranteed to see at least a few dogs every week suffering from ear problems. 
Why is this so common? Multiple predisposing factors and the anatomy of the canine ear canal create the “perfect storm” for 
inflammation and infection to occur. 

Although several different diseases can affect the external ear canal, they all tend to produce pretty much the same 
symptoms: head shaking and ear scratching +/- redness and discharge within the ear canal. Given their generic nature, one 
cannot rely on a dog’s symptoms to disclose the underlying cause of the problem. 

Honing in on the diagnosis typically requires two steps, both performed by a veterinarian. First, the entire length of the 
external ear canal is visualized using an instrument called an otoscope. This rules out the presence of a mass or foreign body 
and confirms that the eardrum has not been ruptured. A torn eardrum will require alteration of normal ear cleaning procedures 
and the types of medications used. A successful otoscopic exam can be a difficult if not impossible task on a dog with a 
painful ear filled with discharge. Sedation or even anesthesia may be required. 
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The second diagnostic step is examination of discharge from the ear canal under the microscope, looking for bacteria, yeast, or 
mites. If allergies are at play, inflammatory cells may be the only finding. The most appropriate medication is chosen on the 
basis of these findings.  This article will discuss the different types of ear canal disease dogs develop. The next article in this 
series will provide pointers for dealing with dogs who tend to be repeat offenders. 

Allergic ear disease 
Any dog can suffer from allergies, but some breeds are particularly predisposed. Terriers of all types are notorious allergy 
sufferers along with Dalmatians, Lhasa Apsos, Shar Peis, Bulldogs, and Labrador Retrievers. Unlike humans who develop 
stuffy noses, dogs with allergies tend to have itchy skin and/or inflammation within their ear canals. This ear inflammation 
invariably leads to secondary bacterial or yeast infections. In fact, for some allergic dogs recurrent ear infections may be their 
one and only symptom. 

Dogs can develop allergies to things in their environment (the dog’s version of hay fever) or to ingredients in their food. Anti-
inflammatory medications can be used in the ear, but true resolution of this ear problem relies on successful treatment of the 
underlying allergy. This may involve dietary trials, skin testing to determine responses to environmental allergens, and/or 
treatment with medication to control the allergic response. Other medication will be needed if the allergy has given rise to a 
secondary bacterial or yeast infection (see below). 

Bacterial infections 
Bacteria are normal residents on the skin surface as well as within the external ear canals. It is when these “normal bacteria” 
overpopulate or different types of bacteria set up housekeeping that an ear infection arises. 

Bacterial infections are most commonly treated with topical antibiotics (placed directly within the ear canal). Rarely are oral 
antibiotics necessary. Initial flushing (cleaning) of the ear canal may be performed to remove as much discharge from the ear 
canal as possible, but only if it is known with certainty that the eardrum is in tact (ear flushing should not be done at home 
without approval and instruction from a veterinarian). 

A culture to identify the type of bacteria present along with antibiotic sensitivity testing may be warranted for dogs with 
recurrent infections or when there is a lack of response to the antibiotic prescribed. Bacterial ear infections are rarely 
contagious from dog to dog. 

Yeast infections 
Malassezia pachydermatis is the technical name for the yeast that normally lives within a dog’s ear canal. Symptoms of 
infection occur when these microorganisms proliferate in response to underlying factors such as allergies or moisture. 

Yeast infections are treated with initial ear cleaning (if the eardrum is in tact) and medicated eardrops or ointment to reduce the 
yeast population back down to their normal numbers. Sometimes, an oral antifungal medication is prescribed. Yeast infections 
are not contagious from dog to dog. 

Ear mites 
Whereas mites are one of the most common causes of ear disease in cats, they are a relatively uncommon cause in dogs. 
Mange mites (demodex and sarcoptes) cause skin disease that can involve the ears. The true “ear mite” that affects only the 
ears is Otodectes cyanotis. These microscopic critters are highly contagious between dogs and cats. They march around 
within the ear canal biting, laying eggs, and generally wreaking havoc. A cure is accomplished by removal of excess debris 
from the ear canal in conjunction with a topical mite killing medication and/or use of a systemic anti-parasite product. All dogs 
and cats within the household should be treated simultaneously. 

Foreign bodies 
The most common foreign body that makes its way into a dog’s ear canal is a plant awn referred to as a foxtail. If you live west 
of the Mississippi, your dog may be exposed to them during the late spring and summer months. Once in the ear canal, the 
foxtail’s barbs along with the slope of the ear canal prevent the darned thing from being dislodged, no matter how much head 
shaking the poor dog does. 

Ticks sometimes migrate down into the ear canal where they become a “foreign body” until mealtime is over and they climb 
back out. Other foreign objects I have removed from doggie ears include non foxtail types of plant material, dirt, sand, hair, and 
an occasional “something or other” dropped in the ear canal by a curious child. 

Keep in mind that gravity will carry the vast majority of foreign bodies down into the ear canal beyond view from the surface. 
Their removal is best accomplished by a veterinarian. An otoscope is used for visualization and a snare or an instrument called 
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an “alligator forceps” is used to remove the foreign body. Even the best-behaved dogs may require sedation or anesthesia for 
this procedure. On occasion, a foreign body manages to perforate the eardrum. If a foreign body is not removed it almost 
invariably incites a secondary infection. 

Masses 
Masses and polyps occasionally arise within the ear canal. It is usually the secondary infection they cause that first attracts 
attention. Ear canal masses can be malignant or benign- a biopsy is necessary for this differentiation. Removal of the growth is 
typically necessary to fully alleviate symptoms. Surgery may be needed, depending on the size and location of the mass. 

Managing Your Dog’s Chronic Ear Disease    

If you care for a dog with recurrent ear problems, I suspect you have experienced your fair share of frustration, impatience, 
and/or exasperation. This is undoubtedly true if you live with a dog who develops stinky ears and head shaking seemingly 
within minutes of when the ear medication runs out. 

For those of you dealing with “repeat offenders” I encourage you to expand your knowledge by reading about the anatomy of 
the canine ear canal, the many types of ear diseases, and their predisposing causes. 

And now, here is my best advice to manage your dog’s chronic ear disease. Please note that I purposefully used the verb 
“manage” rather than “cure”. Sometimes chronic ear disease is cured, but for most dogs long-term if not lifelong care is 
necessary. Patience and perseverance will be your most important allies in successfully maintaining your best friend’s comfort 
and preserving your own sanity. 

Look for the underlying cause 
Rarely does that infection in your dog’s ear represent the primary issue that is the true cause of the problem. This is why 
medication that treats the yeast or bacterial infection provides only a temporary fix. Transitioning a diseased ear canal back to a 
truly healthy state requires identification and effective treatment of the primary issue. For example, a hypoallergenic diet may 
be the ticket to healthy, comfortable ears for the dog with food allergies. Daily use of a drying agent may restore ear canal 
health to the dog with free access to a backyard swimming pool. The hypothyroid dog (producing inadequate thyroid hormone) 
may need thyroid supplementation to resolve his chronic ear issues. 

Here’s the bottom line. Don’t just treat that ear infection over and over and over again knowing full well it’s gonna come back 
the minute you stop the medication (sounds a bit like the definition of insanity). Look for and treat (or eliminate) the primary 
issue that is disrupting the normal health of your dog’s ear canals. 

Work with an expert 
If you’ve been working on your dog’s ear problems with your family vet for awhile without long lasting success I strongly 
encourage you to get a second opinion from a veterinarian who specializes in dermatology. Board certified veterinary 
dermatologists receive mega-advanced training in diseases of the skin and ears, and this is all they deal with in their practice 
lives. Ask your family vet for a referral or pay a cyber-visit to the American College of Veterinary Dermatology to find a 
dermatologist within driving distance. 

Trial and error 
Imagine that I examine three different Labrador flavors in one day- one chocolate, one yellow and one black. They all have 
chronic yeast infections in their ears as a result of doing what they love most (besides eating). All three swim multiple times 
daily in their backyard pools. While I might initially prescribe the same medication for all three dogs to clear their infections, it 
would be naïve of me to think that the same long-term treatment protocol to maintain healthy ears would be work well for each 
dog. Use of an ear canal drying agent twice a week might be the ideal maintenance therapy for the yellow Lab. The chocolate 
might require daily treatment with the drying agent along with once weekly application of a yeast-fighting medication. The 
solution for the black Lab might involve alternating daily between the drying agent and yeast-fighting medication. There’s really 
no predicting in advance which long-term (maintenance) protocol will be the best choice for any given individual. The key is to 
methodically try various rational therapies and determine which protocol most effectively sustains happy and healthy ear 
canals. A caring veterinarian and your own patience and determination are imperative for success. 

Surgery 
The normally wide-open ear canal becomes permanently narrowed in some dogs with chronic ear disease. All that 
inflammation produces proliferation of scar tissue that obstructs the ear canal making it difficult for ear medications to 

 

     

http://speakingforspot.com/blog/2013/10/20/managing-your-dogs-chronic-ear-disease/
http://speakingforspot.com/blog/2013/09/29/ear-disease-in-dogs-part-one
http://speakingforspot.com/blog/2013/09/29/ear-disease-in-dogs-part-one
http://www.speakingforspot.com/blog/?p=4191
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travel where they need to go. The narrowing also creates poor air circulation and any discharge that accumulates within the ear 
canal is difficult to remove. Some dogs are born with extremely narrowed ear canals- Shar Peis are the “poster breed” for this 
problem. 

Narrowed, scarred ear canals render medical therapy ineffective and surgery becomes the treatment of choice. There are two 
surgical options. One type of surgery involves “opening up” the ear canal. The second approach ablates (removes) the ear 
canal. Ear canal surgery is tricky business, one potentially fraught with complications. If your dog is a surgical candidate, be 
sure to work with a veterinarian who specializes in surgery. Ask your family doc for a referral or visit the American College of 
Veterinary Surgeons to find a specialist in your community. 

Surgery provides an effective way to restore comfort and markedly enhance the quality of life for dogs suffering from chronic 
ear disease. While it is considered a treatment of last resort (when medical therapy fails) I encourage discussion about surgery 
sooner rather than later. It’s important to recognize when ongoing medical therapy is simply beating one’s head against the 
wall (and all the while the dog is miserable). Following ear canal surgery, it’s not uncommon to hear a client say, “I wish we’d 
done this sooner.” 

Nancy Kay, DVM 

Diplomate, American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine 
Author of Speaking for Spot: Be the Advocate Your Dog Needs to Live a Happy, Healthy, Longer Life 
Author of Your Dog’s Best Health: A Dozen Reasonable Things to Expect From Your Vet 
Recipient, Leo K. Bustad Companion Animal Veterinarian of the Year Award 
Recipient, American Animal Hospital Association Animal Welfare and Humane Ethics Award 
Recipient, Dog Writers Association of America Award for Best Blog 
Recipient, Eukanuba Canine Health Award 
Recipient, AKC Club Publication Excellence Award 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
The Swiss-themed  

will be at the Gavilan Dog Show  

on May 2, 2015,  

in Hollister, CA.   

There will be Sweepstakes, Breed Shows, and a Supported Entry on Saturday and Sunday. 

Food for the show will be brats, sauerkraut and fondue. 

 

 

Dig out your "lederhosen" (traditional shorts made from leather). Bachelors have traditionally kept a 
bright red handkerchief in their pants pockets, although married men do not.  Traditional Swiss folk 
costumes for women usually involve beautiful floral embroidery. This is especially true for "Sunday best" 
outfits, with flowers imitating the flowers found in Swiss gardens. Tights are a popular choice for women 
and girls, usually in red or white. 
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SIGNS OF DOG SICKNESS 

Signs start with a change in your pet's routine behavior and attitude. 

               Watch for: 

 

    Decreased energy or activity level 

    Changes in appetite or water intake 

    Changes in behavior: hiding, refusing to play, becoming aggressive 

    Vomiting, diarrhea or straining to urinate or defecate 

    Poor coat quality, patchy hair loss or excessive scratching 

    Weight loss 

    Foul order coming from the mouth, ears or skin 

    Abnormal whining or crying 

 

          Toni Killpatrick 

 

INFORMATIONAL SITES to VISIT 

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2210909824/ 

 

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of America 

http://www.gsmdca.org/ 

 

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Forums 

http://greaterswissdotcom.com/forum/ 

 

Golden Gate GSMD Facebook Page 

Click here 

Visit our club website:         

www.goldengategsmdc.com/ 
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