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 CALENDAR of ACTIVITIES 

April 5-6 

     GGGSMDC Specialty at the Yosemite Dog 

     Show in Merced, CA 

April 13 

     Morris Foundation K9 Cancer Walk  in  

     Los Gatos, CA  

May 10 

     Spring Meeting at Muirwood Community 

     Park, Pleasanton 

September 

 End of Summer Weekend in Sonoma 

October 

 GGGSMDC Specialty at Del Valle, October  

      18-19  in  Pleasanton 

“In the Works:” 

 Pat Hastings “Structure” Seminar 

 Therapy Dog Workshop 

 Herding Instinct Test 

 Pack Hikes 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Thank goodness for  the  rain! 

Your Golden Gate Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club Board is 

busy working on these experiences for our working dogs. 

 

 “Structure in Action” - Pat Hastings is well respected in 

the dog-world as an educator, author and AKC judge. 

Well-known for her Puppy Puzzle video, she evaluates the 

structural quality of over 300 litters per year. We want to 
bring her new “Structure in Action” Seminar to our 

members in Spring 2015.  Please see page 21 for more 

about this exciting offering. 
 

 Therapy Dog Workshop – Toni Killpatrick has 

contacted Gail Hawksworth, a Certified Therapy Dog 

Evaluator, who is willing to give Therapy Dog 

International testing, if we have Swissys whose owners 
are interested.  Toni suggests we read the TDI Testing 

Requirements Brochure and then schedule a practice test, 

where we can coach each other.  Please contact Toni if 
you are interested. 

 

 Herding Instinct Test – At our Western Regional 

Specialty last October, we were inspired by the 

accomplishments of Tom Easterly and his herding 
champion, Petra.  Tom and herding judge Debbie Pollard 

have agreed to have a Herding Instinct Test for our 

interested members early this spring.  We are looking at 
several dates for the event, which will be held in Vacaville 

before April 1st.  Please contact Tom Easterly if you are 

interested. 

 GGGSMDC Specialty – It’s a Western-themed weekend 

at the Yosemite Kennel Club Dog Show in Merced.  

SAVE THIS DATE and COME!  April 5-6, 2014. 

For Nancy Glenn, President, GGGSMD Club 
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Officers, Board Members and Committees 
President: Nancy Glenn 

Vice President: Toni Killpatrick 

Secretary: Susan Robinson 

Treasurer: Donna Zetterquist 

Board Members: 

Sara Donaldson 

Rob Blits 

Maria Jensen 

Carol Bamsch 

Membership: Toni Killpatrick 

Public Relations: Toni Killpatrick 

Ways and Means: Carol Hightower 

Awards and Trophies: Toni Killpatrick  Heidi Steenstra  Maria Jensen 

Social Events: Carol Hightower   Donna Zetterquist  Sara Donaldson 

Show Events: The Board 

Working Events: Nancy Glenn    Troy Riewe 

Newsletter: Susan Robinson 

Website: Rob Blits   

 

The objectives of the club shall be: 

 

To encourage and promote quality in the breeding of Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs  

and to do all possible to bring their natural qualities to perfection. 

To urge members and breeders to accept the standard of the breed 

as approved by the American Kennel Club 

as the only standard of excellence  

by which Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs shall be judged. 

To do all in its power to protect and advance the interests of the breed 

and to encourage sportsmanlike competition  

at dog shows (obedience and agility trials, drafting and tracking tests). 

To conduct sanctioned matches and specialty shows 

under the rules and regulations of the American Kennel Club. 

To have FUN together with our Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs. 
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MEETING MINUTES 
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GGGSMDC Specialty Meeting--10/19/13 

                        Vice President Toni Killpatrick called the meeting to order at 5:56 PM.   

 

    AKC Herding Judge Debbie Pollard spoke on Herding and then presented a special 

    award to a person who has “surprised and astounded judges all over the country”  by 

    earning 19 titles in three different associations, all at advanced levels, in the past three 

    years.  When his Petra earns 125 points  (she has 120 now) he will have the only  

    Swissy ever to do so.  As she awarded Tom Easterly and his girl Petra the award,  

    Pollard said, “There is not a happier team on this planet.  You are in the presence of  

    greatness.” 

 

    Toni then led a moment of silence for President Nancy Glenn, who lost her mother this 

    week.  She thanked Hospitality Bitches Donna, Sara, and Carol; Decoration  

    Committee Paula and Erin; and Raffle Chair Heidi.   

 

Members present were: Steve Alberolle/Maureen Buckley (Rolo), Tim McNeil, Sarah/Zak Edson (Schatzi), 

Matt/Lee-Ann Smith Freeman (Kuma), Gina Ome/  Mike Piper (Angus and Molly), Marie/Rob Blitz (Trekker), Sara 

Donaldson (Greta), Paula Robles (Jake,) Carol Bamsch/Pat Beuer (Riley), Tom Easterly (Petra), Carol Hightower, 

Toni Killpatrick (Roy), Heidi Steenstra (Oz and Merlin), Erin Stammer (Enzo), Eric Nesbitt, Joni Nay, Michele Slate 

(Luna and Akeila), Leslie/Dave Bryson (Jubilee and Hamish), Alyssa Shah (Gus and Max), Paulette/Chuck Shupack 

(Aria), Wade Crosson (Ramsey), Dorian Wood and Kristy Stecker, Susan Robinson (King), Debbie Aparicio 

(Dexter), and Donna Zetterquist (Dirty Harry). 

 

Donna Zetterquist, Treasurer, thanked Erin Stammer for donating the banners and others for their trophy and raffle 

donations.  She asked that we stuff monetary donations to the club down the gullet of “Donation Dog.”  

 

Old Business: 

--Carol Bamsch, Nominations, listed the proposed Board Members and noted the need for one more member.   

--Rob Blits needs photos for our 2014 Calendar.  The November Walk and Talk will be the first weekend in 

  November in Berkeley’s Tilden Park.  It will be a three mile, off leash, level hike to Inspiration Point. 

--The December meeting will be a lunch and Yankee Auction at Pleasanton’s Mexico Lindo on December 15
th
. 

--Our Club Supported Entry will be April 4-6 at the Yosemite Club Show in Merced.   

--Membership Chair Toni reported that we have 82 members.  She gave luggage tags and leashes to those  

  new members present.  Dues are due January 31, 2014. ($20 for individuals and $30 for families) 

 

New Business: 

--Do we want to sponsor a seminar on Structure by reknown AKC judge Pat Hastings.  Our up-front cost would 

   be about $1000, and we’d charge about $150 to register.  Maria Jensen will investigate this possibility. 

--There is interest in a Herding Instinct Test in Vacaville this spring. Eight members present signed up. 

--The Bernese Mountain Dog Club will do a Carting Seminar for us at the Presidio if there is interest. 

--There was a discussion of how to make money for Club operations:    (See next page) 

 

 

 



 Charge for Therapy Dog Training. 

 Charge $5 for the End-of-Summer Party at Paula’s next September + bring a covered dish. 

 Put items for sale on our website and pay with Paypal. 

 Have a 50-50 raffle. 

Heidi Steenstra announced that our Raffle brought in $871, which exceeded her goal. 

We decided to send something as a Club to Nancy Glenn. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:32 to “Margarita Time.” 

 

 

GGGSMDC End-of-Summer Meeting  9/28/13 in Sonoma 
President Nancy Glenn called the meeting to order at 2:25 pm at the home of Paula Robles.  The following were present:  Rob 

and Marie Blits Trekker), Paulette Shupack (Aria), Debbie Aparicio (Dexter), Vickie Wood (Jagger), Paula Robles (Jake), Heidi 

and Noah Steenstra (Merlin and Oz), Melanie and Brian Young (Zen), Ann Belden and Derek Remski (Philo), Sara and Brent 

Donaldson (Greta), Donna Zetterquist (Dirty Harry), Carol Bamsch (Riley Girl), Gina Ome (Angus), Greg Acinshin and Christa 
Livingstone (Jefrey), Susan Robinson (King), Erin Stammer (Enzo), Nancy and Randy Glenn (Tara, Kait, Fagan, Wilson), Troy 

Riewe (Blumen). 

The minutes were distributed, read and approved as written. (Carol Bamsch moved; Donna Zetterquist seconded).  

The Treasurer’s Report included that we have $1517.71 in our account.  Everything is paid for except the food for this weekend, 
ribbons and popcorn for Ring favors at the Western Regional Specialty.  Nancy Glenn reported that she is now off the debit 

card, so we can terminate it.  Susan Robinson moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report; Ann Belden seconded.  The report was 

approved. 

Donna Zetterquist announced for Membership Chair Toni Killpatrick that membership is at this point $370.00 higher than last 

year.  Susan Robinson read the list of thirteen prospective new members.  We will call a second meeting after this one to vote 

on these applications for membership.  The names proposed are: 

Don and Susie Bush  Wade Crosson   Seth Fuller   John Garcia 

Joanne and Jeff Hender  Christa Livingstone  Tim and Michelle McNeil Lynn Petrangelo 
Alyssa Shah   Paulette and Charles Shupack Dean and Martha Spieller Steve Zicichi 

Peter and Sandra LaRowe 

Erin Stammer showed everyone the new banners and backdrops she had designed for our Western Regional Specialty.  There is 

a Club banner, saloon, general  store, Swissy Flag and a leaves backdrop for the Photo Booth. 

Everyone thanked Rob Blits for a great Fort Funston walk—17 Swissys and their friends were in attendance. 

Rob and Marie Blits and the Board are working on revising our By Laws, at the same time as GSMDCA does this.  Rob Blits 

brought the 2014 calendars today.  Out of 50 ordered, he has only ten left.  Rob is already looking for photos for the 2015 
Calendar, especially holiday photos.  Send them full resolution, taken with at least a 10 megapixel camera.  Please let Rob (and 

Susan for the Blaze) know about any achievements your dog earns, and they will be posted on our website.  Send the dog’s full 

registered name and info, and photos if you have them. 

SPECIALTY  Update.  This is a Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of America national event.  We provide banners, party, 

trophies and upgraded ribbons.  They provide venue, judges, minimal ribbons, and secretarial support.  We NEED volunteers to 

help with trophies, the bar, and food set up. 

We are talking about having a novice pack hike in November or a Walk and Talk. 

Carol Bamsch, Nominating Committee Chair, said notifications of the proposed slate of officers will arrive next week. 

The annual meeting will be at Mexico Lindo in Pleasanton.  Bring a doggie present for the Yankee Auction.  We discussed 
having our club specialty next April in Merced again, but there was no motion made.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 pm. 
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GGGSMDC Meeting #2    9/28/13 

The second meeting was called to order at 3:55 pm at the home of Paula Robles.   

Attending members (and their dogs) were: Rob and Marie Blits Trekker), Debbie Aparicio (Dexter), Vickie Wood (Jagger), 

Paula Robles (Jake), Heidi and Noah Steenstra (Merlin and Oz), Melanie and Brian Young (Zen), Ann Belden and Derek 
Remski (Philo), Sara and Brent Donaldson (Greta), Donna Zetterquist (Dirty Harry), Carol Bamsch (Riley Girl), Gina Ome 

(Angus), Susan Robinson (King), Erin Stammer (Enzo), Nancy and Randy Glenn (Tara, Kait, Fagan, Wilson), Troy Riewe 

(Blumen). 

The following names of prospective members of the GGGSMDC were presented by Susan Robinson for Toni Killpatrick, 

Membership Chair. 

Don and Susie Bush  Wade Crosson   Seth Fuller   John Garcia 

Joanne and Jeff Hender  Christa Livingstone  Tim and Michelle McNeil Lynn Petrangelo 

Alyssa Shah   Paulette and Charles Shupack Dean and Martha Spieller Steve Zicichi 
Peter and Sandra LaRowe 

All of the above have completed the proper paperwork, been endorsed by two club members, and paid dues.  There being no 
objections, those present voted these thirteen into membership.  (Donna Zetterquist moved; Susan R. seconded.) 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:00 pm. 

 

GGGSMDC Annual Meeting  12/15/13  Pleasanton, CA 

Present:  Rob and Marie Blits, Jerry and Carol Hightower, Sara Donaldson, Nancy and Randy Glenn, Donna Zetterquist, Lyle 

and Toni Killpatrick, Paula Robles, Tim and Michelle McNeil, Debbie Aparicio, Maria Jensen, Susan Robinson, Linda 

Ridenour 

Nancy Glenn called the meeting to order at 12:22 PM, and thanked everyone for a great Specialty.   

Treasurer’s Report: Donna Zetterquist (attached).  She asked for people to serve on a Budget Committee.  Rob Blits and Sara 

Donaldson volunteered.  We ordered 50 calendars and sold 46!  The rest sold at the meeting.  The Treasurer’s Report was 

moved (Susan Robinson), seconded (Toni Killpatrick) and approved.   

Membership Report: Toni reported that there are 84 members in good standing and three applications: James/Deanne Carter 

(Abby), Eric Neblett, and Francisco Romero.  Randy Glenn moved to accept, Donna Zetterquist seconded the motion and the 

new members were approved.  

There was discussion leading to a request that Secretary Susan Robinson draft a letter to the GSMDCA requesting that, if we 

have a Western Regional again, we need to know when to submit the date, so that it would be included in national publications. 

Rob Blits led 15-20 dogs and their owners on a wonderful hike to Inspiration Point on November 23
rd
. 

Carol Bamsch announced that all Board Members are slated to maintain their positions, and that, as there were no other 

nominees, they are all elected. 

Coming up:  January 25-26 is the Golden Gate Benched Show. Rob will submit some new Walk and Talks to the Club.  The 

Club’s Independent Specialty, supported entries both days, will be in Merced on April 5-6.  It will again be a Western theme 

with BBQ and Marie Blits is the Show Chair.  On Saturday, May 10
th
, we’ll have the Spring Meeting in Pleasanton, Tom 

Easterly is arranging a Herding Instinct Test.  Toni will try to get Gail Hawksworth for a Therapy Dog Training.  We’ll try to 

get some training for a CGC Test. There will be another End-of-Summer Party at Paula’s.  We will do a Specialty at Del Valle 

again, Oct. 17-19.  Marie will be Show Chair, Toni will do trophies, Mrs. Ward will judge.     (See next page) 
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Maria Jensen will submit a nomination to National for Tom Easterly as Ambassador of the Breed.  She is also working on the Pat 

Hastings Seminar, maybe in Concord in June.  10-12 people have accepted @ $75 per person.  She can do a seminar for 90 

people. 

 
The Sun Maid Kennel Club Show is in Fresno, Feb. 1-2.  There is a 4-6 mo. Puppy Match, Eye Clinic, Sperm Bank.  Contact 

Erin if you want to enter. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:05.  A lively Yankee Auction followed. 

 

Submitted by Susan Robinson, Secretary. 

 

 
 

              



     

Carol and Riley                                                      Paulette, Charles and Aria                                Gina, Angus and Molly           

  

Three miles to Inspiration Point and a surprise feast! 

        

Debbie and Dexter                                     The Donaldsons and their dogs                    Rob, Marie and Trekker                     

     

WE LOVED EVERY MINUTE! 

To see the complete slideshow of the hike, click on 

http://www.goldengategsmdc.com/galleries/20131103LoneOakHike/index.html#1 
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Chef Brian-we ate well!                                         Toni’s Cake                                                     Big and small dogs and kids 

    
Donna & Dirty Harry                             Vineyard Walk                             Water to Explore                                               Thanks, Paula! 

   
   Fun for kids                             We tired ‘em out!    Romping together in the grass 

     

 

To see the full array of photos from this weekend, click here: 

End-of-Summer Party 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.goldengategsmdc.com/galleries/20130928eos_party/index.html#1


We are holding our  

 

 

on Saturday, April 5
th

, 2014 

at the Yosemite Kennel Club Dog Show in Merced, California. 
 

Come join the fun, to showing or support your GSMD friends . 

There will be group camping—contact Toni by March 10. 

 

BBQ on Saturday 4:00 PM  $15 for Adults  $7.50 for Children   

BBQ Tri Tip & Chicken 

Santa Maria Baked Beans, Potato Salad, Green Salad 

Beverage and Dessert 

 

MEET THE BREED BOOTH 

Three big raffle prizes 

 

CAN YOU HELP OUT? 

(We need you!) 

Set Up………Clean Up……….Meet the Breed Booth 

 

      
 

The Raffle Committee  

is seeking donations for the upcoming  

Independent Specialty to be held April 5 2014. 

If you have an item that you would like to donate,  

please contact Heidi Steenstra, 760-709-1051  

or . hcsteenstra@gmail.com

 

                                                                                                                                                                        

 

                  

  

                 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WINTER 2014                                                                                                                                         VOL. THREEE   ISSUE #1 

hcsteenstra@gmail.com
hcsteenstra@gmail.com


 

  

WINTER 2014                                                                                                                                         VOL. THREEE   ISSUE #1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A SIMPLE FIRST AID KIT FOR DOGS 

No matter how much care and attention you give your dog, accidents do happen … 

         
Axel McNeil  Harley Bush   Roxy Palladino 

INSTRUMENTS:     ANTI-INFECTIVES 
Digital Thermometer     Povidone-iodine solution 

Penlight/flashlight     Chlorhexidine solution  

Scissors      Neomycin/poly B Bacitracin cream 

Fine-Toothed tweezers    3% Hydrogen Peroxide 

Magnifying glass      

Needle nose pliers     BANDAGING MATERIALS: 

       Bandaids 

POISONING ANTIDOTES:   Elastic bandage    
Syrup of Ipecac     Non stick wound pads 

Activated Charcoal liquid    Gauze squares 

       Rolled Gauze 

MISCELLANEOUS:    Rolled Cotton 

Cotton-tipped swabs     Adhesive tape 

Styptic powder     Antiseptic Wipes     

Toenail trimmer      

Benadryl 

Extra dog leash 

Pepto Bismol 

Kaeopectin 

Gas X 

 

 

           The Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Rescue Foundation 
      A 501(c)3 Public Charity 

Here at the Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Rescue Foundation, or GSMDRF, we are dedicated to the well being, 

rescue, and rehoming of Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs. We believe that the GSMD should not have to suffer the life 

of being shelter dogs, or dogs that are homeless. With this idea in mind, we are dedicated to be there for every 

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog that needs the help of the GSMDRF, even after being placed in their forever homes. 

Our mission statement is located here. The GSMDRF is a 501 C (3), volunteer-run and not-for-profit organization 

that was set up by the Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of America in February 2009. 

The first step of the process for finding out if we have a dog available for you and your family would be to fill out 

our adoption application. 

 

 

 

Other things to consider: 

Phone numbers of Vet and Poison Control  Disposable gloves 

Proof of rabies vaccination    Towel 

Current photo of your pet      Eyedropper or syringe 

http://www.gsmdrescue.org/about.php
http://www.gsmdca.org/
http://www.gsmdrescue.org/adoption.php
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WESTERN REGIONAL SPECIALTY – OCTOBER 201̀3 

      
         Alyssa’s Crew Is Ready                           Linda and Roy-Best of Breed            Set Up Team Moving Trophies to the Ring 

      
        The Swissy Gang                                                  Michele Grooming                                    Hamming it up in the Photo Booth 

     
Heidi Thanks All of Our Raffle Sponsors      The Stud Dog Trophy 

 
14 Swissys in the Line Up 

View all 134 Photos:  http://www.goldengategsmdc.com/galleries/20131018WstrnRgnl/index.html#1 
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Everyone opened a doggy present.   

        

 

And then you probably lost the present you started out with… 

     
 

But the food was plentiful and delicious and the company of friends, PRICELESS! 

(Oh, yes, we had our Annual Meeting, too.) 
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 ANNUAL MEETING  Christmas Party  12-15-13 
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Oh, the weather outside is frightful! Winter weather is rapidly approaching and you’ve likely begun layering your 

clothing and weatherproofing your car. When organizing for winter, don’t forget to think about your pets. They 

too are deserving of special treatment this time of year. Here are ten tips for keeping your pets cozy, comfortable, 

and healthy this winter: 

1.  Just as arthritis can be more problematic for us when the temperature drops, so too does this apply to our 

animals. If your best buddy appears stiff first thing in the morning or is more tentative when navigating stairs or 

jumping up and down off the furniture, I encourage you to contact your veterinarian. These days, there are so 

many beneficial treatment options for soothing arthritis discomfort. For your pet’s sake, make the effort to learn 

more about them. 

2.  When the temperature drops, outdoor kitties like to snuggle up against car engines for extra warmth. Be sure 

to provide plenty of notice before you start up your engine lest a “kitty squatter” sustain serious injury as a result 

of moving auto parts. Vocalize and tap the hood a few times. Better yet, lift the hood to alert any slumbering 

guests of your intentions. 

3.  Antifreeze is terribly toxic for dogs and cats. Even a few licks of the stuff can cause kidney failure and severe 

neurological symptoms, usually resulting in death. Unfortunately, most antifreeze products have a sweet flavor 

making them appealing to dogs. Cats are too discriminating to voluntarily taste the stuff, but should they step in 

antifreeze, they will ingest enough to be toxic during their grooming process. Please prevent your pets from 

having any access to antifreeze by checking under your vehicles for leaks and storing antifreeze containers in a 

safe place. 

4.  Wintertime is definitely dress-up time for dogs, when the clothing is functional rather than just adorable. Just 

like us, many dogs are more comfortable outside when wearing an extra layer. Smaller dogs in particular have 

difficulty maintaining a normal body temperature when exposed to freezing conditions. If the love of your canine 

life happens to be an arctic breed (Malamute, Husky, Samoyed), no need for canine clothing! 

5.  Regardless of season, all animals need access to water round-the-clock. If your pet is reliant on an outdoor 

water bowl, strategize a way to prevent the water from freezing. Water bowl heaters work well. Additionally 

moving water is more resistant to freezing- consider creating a little “drinking fountain” for your pets. 

6.  Sure the weather is cold, but your dogs still need plenty of exercise for their physical as well as their 

psychological well being. Besides, there’s nothing quite like the feeling of relaxing by the fire with a content and 

tired dog at your side! If the weather is truly too inclement for both of you to be outdoors, look for an indoor dog 

park or consider doggie day care, assuming your dog enjoys such venues. 

           

Just like the sherpa and his Swissy, Harley Rose and Axel McNeil romp in the snow. 

.  

 

Nancy Kay, DVM ©    
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Recognize anyone here?  GGGSMDC did the K9 Walk for Cancer on April 29, 2012. 

LET’S DO IT AGAIN! 
 
 
    

 
     
 
    
 

 

 
   

 

 

 

                                                     

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi Everyone, 
 
What better way to do a "Walk and Talk" than joining our GGGSMDC team in the Los Gatos K9 Cancer  Walk for the 

Morris Animal Foundation on April 13, 2014. 
 
I have setup the "Golden Gate Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club" team for this walk with a very modest  goal of raising 
$400. Hopefully we will exceed that number as this should be a fun 2 mile "Walk and Talk" for a serious cause. 
 
Register to join our team at the following link: 
http://support.morrisanimalfoundation.org/site/TR/Events/General?pg=team&fr_id=1370&team_id=7482#.UvGDS_ldXh5 
 
The donation requested to participate/register for this walk is $30.00. Even if you cannot make the walk, perhaps you will 
consider making a donation to our team anyway by clicking the donate to our team button on our team page  
 
Cancer is a great danger to our Swissies and to all dogs over the age of 10 where statistics indicate that 50% of dogs 
over that age contract cancer. The Morris Foundation is a leader in cancer research for animals. 
 

Walk details: 
Date: April 13, 2014 

Place:    Vasona Lake Park 
            333 Blossom Hill Rd 

            Los Gatos, CA 
 

Walk day registration will open at 9:00 a.m. 
Walk and Opening Ceremony will be at 10:00 a.m. 

Short Walk Length: .75 miles, Long Walk Length: 2 miles 
Thank You, 
Rob Blits 

 
 

    Full club membership is available to Greater Swiss Mountain Dog owners either as 

    Individual or Family membership. In addition, Associate membership is available to 

    persons who do not currently own a Greater Swiss Mountain Dog. An associate  

    membership is valuable for anyone on a waiting list for a puppy, someone wanting to 

    learn more about the breed, or someone wanting to be involved at events where Greater 

    Swiss Mountain Dogs will be present. The BLAZE is part of your membership. 

 

    To find out how to apply, or to pay your dues using PayPal, visit the MEMBERSHIP 

    page on our website, or contact Toni Killpatrick. 

http://www.morrisanimalfoundation.org/about-maf/
http://support.morrisanimalfoundation.org/site/TR/Events/General?pg=team&fr_id=1370&team_id=7482#.UvGDS_ldXh5
http://www.goldengategsmdc.com/membership.html
mailto:www,skeeter@sti.net


  
 

 

  

 

 
 

             

     

         Ramsey                                                     Cow Palace Bench Show Group                                     Kait greets visitors 

   
Jake: Dad, Can I take him home?                                                                                        Get to Know the GSMD Display 

     
 

Ramsey meets the judge                        Puppy Lover                         Fredrick wins! 

                Winners 

Click to view the entire group of Cow Palace photos, Day 1 

Click to view the entire group of Cow Palace photos, Day 2 
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January 25-26, 2014 

 

A time to fall in love with Swissys. 

http://www.goldengategsmdc.com/galleries/20140125CowPlc_Day1/index.html#1
http://www.goldengategsmdc.com/galleries/20140125CowPlc_Day2/index.html#1


Our Magnificent Swissys! 

      
                 Alyssa Shah’s Crew in Santa Barbara                                                Enzo                                                            Jubilee and Hamish Bryson                  

     
                        Harley Rose helps with homework                                            King and Cheeto    Roxy and Jackson 

     
                         Kona Hillemark-Therapy Dog at  SFO                                Ziggy goes Trick or Treating                              Sunny, Louis and Zelda go joyriding    

 
INNER PEACE 

If you can start the day without caffeine, 
If you can always be cheerful, ignoring aches and pains, 

If you can resist complaining and boring people with your troubles, 
If you can eat the same food every day and be grateful for it, 

If you can understand when your loved ones  
are too busy to give you any time, 

If you can take criticism and blame without resentment, 
If you can conquer tension without medical help, 

If you can relax without alcohol,  
If you can sleep without the aid of drugs, 
Then You Are Probably The Family Dog! 

 
Handle every stressful situation like a dog. If you can't eat it or play with it, pee on it and walk away 

JANUARY 2013                               VOL. # TWO ISSUE #1 

MONTH YEAR                                                                                                                                                  VOL. # ONE ISSUE #1 
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Murray 

Zelda 
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RamsGate is very pleased and proud to present its newest Champion! 
  

Her title was earned December 7, 2013,  
at the Greater Clark County KC show, Ridgefield, WA 

 
CH RamsGate's Full Moon Rising 

 "Luna" 

 
BD 3/26/13 

Sire:  CH Big Hunk Of Whispering Pine - "Riley" 
Dam:  CH RamsGate's Diamond In The Rough - "Quinn" 

  
 Bred, Co-owned and loved by Michele Slate and Antoinette Killpatrick 

 RamsGate Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs Sherwood, OR       
www.ramsgateswissys.com     wolfpack1313@msn.com 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:wolfpack1313@msn.com
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Tick Check    by Laura Brody from www.goodfamilydog.com 

1. Check your dog regularly for ticks that can burrow down in his fur. Use your fingers to run through the dog's fur or 
hair. Work your fingers down to the skin while you feel and rub slowly so that you will not miss any small bumps that 
might actually be a tick trying to hide. Part the dog's fur to see the skin, especially if your dog is a breed that has long 
fur, such as a collie, German shepherd or husky. Dogs with shorter hair such as Chihuahuas or groomed poodles will be 
much easier to check for ticks. The ticks are commonly brown or black in color, which can make them hard to spot 
against the color of many dogs' fur. 
 
2. Take extra care to examine each area of your dog's body after walks in the woods or other areas where ticks thrive. 
Start with the visible areas, and look at your dog's feet to check for ticks. Move the fur all around to feel up and down 
the leg as well. Be sure to spread the dog's toes to check out the area between each toe, as this is a prime area for ticks 
to hide. 
 
3. Feel all around your dog's head, starting with her mouth or muzzle area. Dogs sniff everything, and that nose to the 
ground can pick up many ticks while out on a walk. Work your way down the dog's neck and under her chin, searching 
and feeling in and out of all the folds in this area. Keep going down with your inspection to the chest area and check 
carefully behind and under the legs for ticks that are hiding. 
 
4. Fold back the dog's ears to see inside the ear opening. Use your fingers to feel gently around this area if your dog has 
lots of fur or his skin color could disguise a hiding tick. Separate the fur on the outside of the ear and check up under the 
ear as well for ticks. 
 
5. Work your fingers down the spine of your dog, along the sides and up under the tummy area. Have your dog flip over 
on her back so you can really examine her underside. 
 
6. Give your dog a bath as a part of a regular grooming routine. This also helps you check them for ticks. When the dog is 
wet, it is much easier to see his skin and any ticks trying to hide. This is a good time to check between those toes and 
look at his ears. 
 
7. Look for abnormal behavior from your dog to signal that a tick may be bothering her. Watch for dogs that shake their 
ears, scratch oddly, bite themselves or just seem restless.  
 
8. Pet owners can take ticks off themselves using tweezers or fingernails. Grasp the head of the tick and pull slowly. If 
you pull too quickly, you'll pull the head off. When the head comes off a small piece of tissue will come with it. 

    
      
     Thought you should read this article.  Our friend's dog died from eating a 
     deadly mushroom.  We have them in the foothills.  Beware!  You might  
     share this with anyone you know who has a dog. *  
               
     http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130628/LIFE/306280312 

     *They especially like to grow under oak trees. 
 

 

http://www.goodfamilydog.com/
http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130628/LIFE/306280312
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Winners - Fresno's Sun Maid Kennel Club Dog Show: 
SATURDAY 

 BOB: "Jake" CH FIRESIDE'S THE CHASE (Jake became a Grand Champion!)  

 BOS: "Wookie" CH SNOWY MOUNTAIN'S DEEP SPACE WOOKIE RN 

 Select: "Enzo" CH NORTHWOODS DADDY-O ENZO 

 WD/BOW: "Harry" FIRE DANCE SUDDEN IMPACT 

 RWD: "Hamish" PAINTED MTN XPLORER MACKENZIE'S HAMISH OF TILLYORN 

 WB: "Abby" WHISPERING PINE ALOHA KAILANI 

 RWB: "Mae" WHISPERING PINE CHEROKEE WOMAN V TNS 

SUNDAY 

 BOB: "Luke" GCH CORNERSTONE'S COOL HAND LUKE CD CGC 

 BOS: "Abby" WHISPERING PINE ALOHA KAILANI 

 BOW: "Abby" WHISPERING PINE ALOHA KAILANI 

 WD: "Rolo" WHISPERING PINES ALOHA KAHUNA 

 RWD "Harry" FIRE DANCE SUDDEN IMPACT 

 WB: "Abby" WHISPERING PINE ALOHA KAILANI 

 RWB: "Wanda" SUDDANLY HAM IT UP 

 Select: "Wookie" CH SNOWY MOUNTAIN'S DEEP SPACE WOOKIE RN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               
     

 

All in the Family:  Tucker, Enzo, Merlin, Rolo, Abby at Western Regional  

 
Paula and Jake 

 
Quinn’s first pack hike 

 
New Champion Bently 

 

 

 

 

 
New Champion Bently 

 
Bodie Maximus 

Vickie and Jagger 
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Canine Circovirus: Our Current Knowledge by Nancy Kay, DVM ©  

Some angst is brewing amongst dog lovers because of a newly discovered infectious agent called canine circovirus. This angst 
is justified as circovirus is suspected to be the cause of recent severe illness and even death in some dogs. 

When I first heard about canine circovirus, I thought back to an email I received three to four months ago from a reader inquiring 
about dogs in her area (I cannot recall where she lives) who were reported to be dying from hemorrhagic gastroenteritis (HGE). I 
responded by telling her that dogs affected by the disease veterinarians refer to as HGE are expected to fully recover, assuming 
they receive appropriate medical treatment. I raised the notion that perhaps these dogs had something other than the traditional 
version of HGE. Looking back, I’m wondering if this “something else” was canine circovirus. 

What is circovirus? 
Circovirus have been around for a long time, but documentation of this microorganism in dogs is new. Pig farmers are all too 
familiar with circovirus, which causes poor growth, a “wasting away” syndrome, and death in piglets. Circovirus can also cause 
disease in a variety of bird species. 

While the circovirus found in dogs resembles pig circovirus, they are not identical. This canine version was first discovered in 
June, 2012. At that time it was not determined to be a cause of disease, simply an incidental finding in healthy dogs. 

In April, 2013 circovirus was first reported as a possible cause of illness in dogs by researchers in California. Most recently, 
circovirus was found in the feces of a number of sick dogs in Ohio. These dogs had severe vomiting, bloody diarrhea, and 
lethargy. Some of these dogs passed away in spite of aggressive therapy. 

Although circovirus has been isolated from apparently healthy dogs, the consensus now is that this virus is very likely a “player” 
in the severe gastrointestinal illnesses reported in California and Ohio. Whether the symptoms these dogs exhibited were due 
solely to the circovirus or the virus acting in conjunction with another microorganism is unknown. 

Route of infection 
The route of canine infection isn’t known with certainty, but it is suspected that circovirus is spread directly between dogs via 
feces or vomited material. Circovirus in pigs can be spread through respiratory secretions. This route of contagion has not been 
ruled out in dogs. Some of the Ohio dogs who tested positive for circovirus were recently boarded or spent time at doggie 
daycare. 

What should you do? 
Symptoms thought to be caused by canine circovirus are lethargy and severe vomiting and diarrhea. These are nonspecific 
symptoms, meaning they can occur with a wide assortment of medical issues. If your dog has severe vomiting and diarrhea, it is 
important to get your veterinarian involved. Prompt treatment prevents dehydration and hastens recovery, whatever the 
underlying disease. 

If your dog is a frequent flyer at a boarding kennel, doggie daycare facility, or dog park I encourage you to be just as “heads up” 
as you normally would be to protect your dog’s health. Inspect the facility for cleanliness, proper sanitation measures, and the 
presence of healthy appearing animals. 

The bottom line 
A new canine virus has been discovered and our current understanding of its behavior and significance is very limited. Mores 
studies of canine circovirus are in progress and I am confident we will have much more certain information in the near future. For 
now, no need to do anything more than take good care of your dogs- something I get the feeling you are already doing! I will 
keep you apprised of any new developments. 

Nancy Kay, DVM  

Diplomate, American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine 
Author of Speaking for Spot: Be the Advocate Your Dog Needs to Live a Happy, Healthy, Longer Life 
Author of Your Dog's Best Health: A Dozen Reasonable Things to Expect From Your Vet 

http://jvi.asm.org/content/86/12/7018.full
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/19/4/12-1390_article.htmhttp:/


Rainbow Bridge 

Beloved TARA 

Walked over the Bridge on October 1, 2013 

  
Loved by Nancy and Randall Glenn 

October 1, 2013 

 

 I miss my chatterbox so much. she was not there to wake us this morning.  
She slipped right into Petra's place when she walked the Rainbow Bridge last year.  

She would have been 5 years old tomorrow.   
I miss you sweet girl. Play with Petra and Torghan, I can't wait to see you again. 
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STRUCTURE IN ACTION WORKSHOP by PAT HASTINGS 
Tentatively Spring 2015 

This new one-day workshop combines Pat Hastings’ “Puppy Puzzle” presentation, as well as Hastings’ discussion of the value 

of structurally evaluating adult dogs that are being considered for a breeding program, working trials or performance 
competition, along with a veterinarian’s perspective on how to reduce the risk of structural injuries in working and 
performance dogs. 

Dogs will do most anything we ask of them. The question is: Do we want to ask them to do things that they are structurally 

incapable of doing without breaking down? Is that what we really want to do to our most steadfast companions? The more 
we learn about canine structure, the more we understand what is reasonable to ask of our dogs, given their physical 
strengths and weaknesses. 
 
AGENDA 

 How to evaluate the structural quality of puppies  

 The basics of canine structure 
 The weakest links 
 How to evaluate the structural quality of your adult dog 
 What your dog can do and should not be doing? 
 A vet’s ideas on how to strengthen structure and 

reduce the risk of injury 

 Questions and hands-on work with attendees’ dogs 

Have questions? Are you interested?  Contact Toni Killpatrick 
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Top 10 Things Your Swissy Breeder C Begin to Explain to You: 

 1. A tri-colored dog can shed 3 colors simultaneously. You will understand this when you say goodbye to the dog before 

leaving for a nice dinner. 

 2. They will try to compromise with you. All. The. Time. “Off the couch” to them means get 3 feet off the couch and leave 4 

toes dangling on the nearest upholstered object. 

 3. They are smart but they have a sense of humor. If you say “drop it” and it is heavy, it will always land on your foot. 

 4. You will start to have discussions about “normal poos.” 

 5. You will be beyond excited when someone recognizes the breed. You will be grossed out by but still read up on feeding a 

raw diet. 

 6. On nights when you can’t sleep, you will find yourself on Amazon clicking on “what’s new” in the dog toys section. 

 7. They will tell you every day that they love you. If you are wearing clean jeans or a clean white t-shirt you won’t change 

clothes but instead just rub it in. 

 8. In the middle of the night if they need to throw up they will ask you to come help. (Which you will do.) 

 9. They really are babies. The AKC Breed standard may state the Swissy temperament as “Bold, faithful, willing worker. Alert 

and vigilant.” But the first time you go through the car wash, your Swissy will climb over the back seat and try to sit on your 

shoulder like a parrot. 

 10. Driving in the car on a hot day you will put your air conditioner to the “penguin” setting and drive the whole way to 

obedience class with goose bumps so your dog is comfortable. 
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Tales of the Working Dog 

Mileage Logged in January 2014 or what Trekker and I did during January 
 

Because Trekker is a neutered Swissy and thus had no dog show to prepare for, we took advantage of the very mild January 

weather by logging 25 hikes, for a total of 93 miles containing 9,795 vertical feet gain.  Most of these hikes were off-leash 

over the East Bay Regional Parks and Walnut Creek/Shell Ridge Open Space. My guess is that Trekker, since he roams around 

when hiking off-leash, probably hiked 1.5 times the miles that I logged on my phone's hiking app.  

      
Rob Blits and Trekker lead our Walk n Talks throughout the year. 



 

 

 

          

 

SIGNS OF DOG SICKNESS 

Signs start with a change in your pet's routine behavior and attitude. 

               Watch for: 

 

    Decreased energy or activity level 

    Changes in appetite or water intake 

    Changes in behavior: hiding, refusing to play, becoming aggressive 

    Vomiting, diarrhea or straining to urinate or defecate 

    Poor coat quality, patchy hair loss or excessive scratching 

    Weight loss 

    Foul order coming from the mouth, ears or skin 

    Abnormal whining or crying 

 

          Toni Killpatrick 

 

INFORMATIONAL SITES to VISIT 

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2210909824/ 

 

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of America 

http://www.gsmdca.org/ 

 

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Forums 

http://greaterswissdotcom.com/forum/ 

 

Golden Gate GSMD Facebook Page 

Click here 

Visit our club website:         

www.goldengategsmdc.com/ 
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http://www.goldengategsmdc.com/

