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“Bridging the Gap in the 
Rockies” 
 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

On our last day at the Nationals, several of the best 
looking members of the Golden Gate GSMD Club 
posed for a group shot. They even let their humans in 
the picture too! 

And while it may ’look’ like Abbie [lower right hand side 
of the picture] is exhausted, I know for a fact (I was 
there) that Chris was just rubbing her belly. And heck, 
wouldn’t we all do that if Chris rubb… wait… never 
mind. 

 

Taking the Rockies by 
Storm! 
 
The Golden Gate Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club 
represented itself well this year at the Nationals in 
Snowmass, Co (just outside of Aspen). 
 
When asked, members understandably had different 
perspectives on their stay there. 
 
 

Toni Killpatrick: 

What a wonderful time we had at the 2006 National 
Specialty in Snowmass Co. 

Adam and I had a fantastic time...I feel that everyone 
who is in love with Swissies should attend a National. 
You see the best of the best there and it gives you 
goose bumps to see that many quality Swissies in one 
spot... 

You have so many activities to do there with your 
dog... It really becomes a bonding experience... 

Adam and I went hiking, indulged in the weight pull, 
strolled around Snowmass, and went shopping in the 
mall. What was especially nice was that the dogs 
could go into restaurants. It was a very dog friendly 
place... I have to give all of the folks that put this 
National Specialty on a tremendous job very well 
done... what with so many activities available and 
everything was on time!!! 

I met some very genuine, nice, kind people who 
obviously care a great deal about the future of our 
breed. 

It was nice to see how many of our club members 
attended the Nationals... The Golden Gate GSMDC 
really represented California very well...  

Sincerely.  

Toni and Adam 
 
 
 
Charles & Jim 

Two goals we had for attending the National in 
Colorado this year were: 
 

Keep Holiday Fare out of 
Swissie Tummies 
The Holidays are upon us. 

With all of the festive cooking going on in our homes, 
don’t forget the sneaky “little” scroungers that are 
constantly at our sides. 

Many holiday foods are too rich and too much of a 
departure from our dogs’ normal diet to allow them to 
snitch food from the table (or the counter!) 

Some of the holiday foods that we love so dearly are 
even toxic to our canine friends. 

So, while you’re convincing your guests that these tri-
colored behemoths going “Ba-Roo-Roo-Rooo!” at the 
top of their lungs “are really sweet, they just feel the 
need to announce our guests as they arrive,” take 
another moment to remind them the results of your 
culinary exertions are intended for human consumption 
only. 

The life you save just might be your best friend’s… 

 
continued on page 3
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continued from page 2

Taking the Rockies by Storm contd… 

• First and foremost, wanting to support the Golden 
Gate club and have our club’s presence felt at the 
National level. 

• Second, we were looking at a Swissy puppy sired 
by Bodhi to possibly add to our family. 

We didn't get the puppy, but our club did make a 
splash at the Nationals during the banquet dinner on 
Saturday night when our club's basket ended up being 
the highest bidded item of the auction that night and 
the only auction item to have two pages worth of 
bidders. 

The final total amount that was paid for the gift basket 
presented by the Golden Gate GSMD was $400. 
There was a bidding war that got quite heated towards 
the final closing seconds of the auction; you had to be 
there to truly appreciate the spectacle. 

The puppy we were looking at also managed to take 
Best Puppy in Match at the Nationals with Jim handling 
him so that was a great moment for us too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A bout with food poisoning and a few issues with our 
hotel room did not take away from the overall 
enthusiasm we had for our trip. It was great to connect 
with old friends and make new acquaintances. 

The last National Jim and I attended was In Reno in 
2001 so it was fun to see so many of the same people 
in a similar forum so many years later. Bodhi and Jim 
managed to take a 2nd in the Veteran class too, so 
that was just frosting on the cake! 

 
 

Jim & Anne Rassmusen 

Formula for a GSMD National event: 

 

 

Take an incredibly scenic setting plus an extremely 
well organized event with lots and lots of variety of 
activities and add in a whole lot of wonderful people 
and you get an outstanding National event enjoyed by 
one and all.  And that is just what we experienced at 
the recent National event held in Snowmass, 
Colorado. 

We were able to enjoy many of the activities offered as 
a part of this event, either as participants or observers 
and enjoyed them all from the scenic pleasure hike in 
Snowmass on Thursday morning to the ride on the 
gondola in Aspen (which was totally dog friendly!) to 
the competitive events such as obedience, rally, 
weight pull and confirmation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They also held a draft trial and a packing hike. The 
Colorado Club made everything easy and enjoyable 
and they had obviously put in an incredible amount of 
work to get it all 'right'!!! 

 

And OH!!! The goodies for the auction! 

 
For us the highlight of the entire event, however, was 
the awards banquet.  It was a wonderful evening, good 
food, great friends and lots of fun with the silent 
auction (and OH!!!!! the goodies for auction!) But the 
most memorable moment of the evening was the 
recognition of Nancy's Petra as an Ambassador of the 
Breed.  I don't think there was a dry eye in the house! 
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Calendar of Events 
Draft Demonstration 

PLACE: YUBA CITY, CA 

TIME: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14 

Taught by Nancy Glenn. To be held in conjunction with the 

Independent Specialty. All Breeds welcome. 

Independent Specialty and Supported Entry 

PLACE: YUBA CITY, CA 

TIME: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14 & 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15 

For entry information go to www.infodog.com. We are 

accepting trophy donations. 

Please contact Sue Urban at sueurban@sbcglobal.net with 

trophy donations of any size. 

All Breed Draft Test 

PLACE: SHADOW CLIFFS PARK IN PLEASANTON, CA 

TIME: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20 & 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22 

This 2 day test is designed specifically to let your dogs get a 

rest day before moving up to Open Draft, or to let them shed 

their “stage fright” on day 1. (Yes, it is possible to earn two 

titles in one weekend!) 

Club Holiday Potluck Party and Awards 

PLACE: 4H BUILDING IN ROHNERT PARK, CA 

TIME: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9 

To be held after the Tom Lams Seminar.  

Tom Lams Dog Handling Seminar 

PLACE: 4H BUILDING IN ROHNERT PARK, CA 

TIME: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9 & 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 10 

[See article in this newsletter for more details] 

 

Don’t forget! 

Mark your calendars for the Independent 
Specialty and Supported Entry in Yuba City, 

October 14th and 15th . 

See the Flyer inserted in this Issue for more 
details. 

Kickin’ Hiney and Takin’ 
Names in the Cascades  
What a difference a weekend makes 

One of our Golden Gate members had a significant win 
in Washington this last month. 

Toni Killpatrick did it again at the 2006 Cascade 
Specialty. On Friday, Sept 22, Adam (MBISS Int'l/Am Ch. 
Derby's Warlock Of Whispering Pine, CGC, TDI, TT) took 
the Best in Show (Specialty) once again. Toni, an 
Owner/Handler, showed Adam to yet another BISS. 

Adam is owned by Toni Killpatrick and Kim Harpole & 
Kristin Kleeman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adam purloins purple proof of his powerful presence 

Adding to an already impressive win set, Adam continues 
to hang on to his single digit National Ranking for 2006. 
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2006 Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club 

National Specialty Weekend Results Page

 

 

Rocky Mountain Specialty 

Conformation: 

 BOB: CH Red Fern's Beau Derby 
owned by Alan McFadden and Debra Echols 

 BOW: Klaus of Trout Creek 
owned by Bonnie Huett 

 BOS: Derby's Great Inga 
owned by Phil & Lilli Almon 

 AOM1: CH Lone Star's Ryder 
owned by Lisa Mayo and Gary Tomlinson 

 AOM2: Red Fern's Bonanza of Derby 
owned by Jennifer Mangiapelo and Kristin Kleeman 

 AOM3: CH Cedarcove's Classic Red Baron 
owned by Carolyn Wamsley 

 AOM4: CH Riverwalk's Lunar Diademe 
owned by Judy Brown Fletcher 

 Best Veteran: 
(in Regular Classes) CH Lone Star's Ryder 

owned by Lisa Mayo and Gary Tomlinson 
 
Regular Classes: 

 WD: Klaus of Trout Creek 
owned by Bonnie Huett 

 RWD: Federal Hill Airborne Range 
owned by Maria Jensen 

 WB: Derby's Great Inga 
owned by Phil & Lilli Almon 

 RWB: Alpenglow Ruby Riot 
owned by Kathy Spencer 

 
Veteran Sweeps 

 Best in 
Sweeps: 

CH Lone Star's Ryder 
owned by Lisa Mayo and Gary Tomlinson 

 Best Opp: CH Lone Star's Lonesome 
owned by Mary Beth Usery and Lisa Mayo 

 

Puppy Sweeps 

 Best in 
Sweeps: 

Derby's Lieutenant Mike 
owned by Lori&Joey Morrison and Kristin Kleeman 

 Best Opp: Alberta Roots Amazing Grace 
owned by Sera Fradgley 

 

Non-Regular Classes 

 Stud Dog: CH Rise and Shine's Blazing Riot 
owned by Kathy Spencer 

 Brood Bitch: CH Elsa von Himmelstor 
owned by Bob Kiar and Larry Hauskins 

 Generations: CH Treensea's Darby O'Swis Blis 
owned by Maria Jensen and Jaime Garcia 

 

 

National Specialty 

Conformation: 

 BOB: CH Red Fern's Beau Derby 
owned by Alan McFadden and Debra Echols 

 BOW: Derby's Great Inga 
owned by Phil & Lilli Almon 

 BOS: CH Cordillera's Lil Bombardier 
owned by Alison Burns 

 AOM1: CH Lone Star's Ryder 
owned by Lisa Mayo and Gary Tomlinson 

 AOM2: CH Derby's Warlock of Whispering Pine 
owned by Toni Killpatrick, Kristin Kleeman and Kim 
Harpole 

 AOM3: Red Fern's Bonanza of Derby 
owned by Jennifer Mangiapelo and Kristin Kleeman 

 AOM4: CH He's Blue Mist's Hard Cash 
owned by Tracey Brant and Judy Grindstaff 

 Best Veteran: 
(in Regular Classes) CH Lone Star's Ryder 

owned by Lisa Mayo and Gary Tomlinson 
 Best Puppy: 

(in Regular Classes) Lone Star's True Blue 
owned by Maureen Gindler and Lisa Mayo 

 Best BBE: 
(in Regular Classes) Alpenglow Ruby Riot 

owned by Kathy Spencer 
 
Regular Classes: 

 WD: Cedarcove's Jewel Thief 
owned by Jeff & Kris VanLanningham 

 RWD: Treensea's Lupine Serenade 
owned by Toni Killpatrick and Maria Jensen 

 WB: Derby's Great Inga 
owned by Phil & Lilli Almon 

 RWB: Alberta Roots Amazing Grace 
owned by Sera Fradgley 

 
Veteran Sweeps 

 Best in 
Sweeps: 

CH Painted Mtn Gime All Yr Lovin 
owned by Lisa & Glen Simonsen 

 Best Opp: CH Rise and Shine's Blazing Riot 
owned by Kathy Spencer 

 

Puppy Sweeps 

 Best in 
Sweeps: 

Derby's Lieutenant Mike 
owned by Lori & Joey Morrison and Kristin Kleeman 

 Best Opp: Jotunheim with Bells On 
owned by Lori Price 

 

Non-Regular Classes 

 Stud Dog: CH Rise and Shine's Blazing Riot 
owned by Kathy Spencer 

 Brood Bitch: CH Elsa von Himmelstor 
owned by Bob Kiar and Larry Hauskins 

 Generations: CH Treensea's Darby O'Swis Blis 
owned by Maria Jensen and Jaime Garcia 
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Golden Gate Swissie Takes 
Group Placement 
Stone Lea’s “Jagger” (Ch. Stone Lea Get Off My 
Cloud) took a Group 3rd placement at the Southern 
Oregon Kennel Club show in White City, Oregon. 

On Sunday, September 4, Jagger stormed in to win 
Group 3rd for the Working Group! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here we see a Pleased and Proud Kathy LaRue with 
her “Jagger” with a ribbon almost bigger than his head. 

(“Almost” Well… He is a Swissy after all…) 

 

Tales of the Bucket B**** 
Walking dogs, holding dogs, picking up poop, finding 
females in heat, getting water, making paws tacky, 
remembering where all the prizes are, not forgetting 
the sparkle spray and most importantly, getting a lot of 
Swissy love. That is what my weekend at the National 
Specialty was all about. (Not to mention good 
conversation, learning about Swissies and a few 
margaritas.) 

I had such a wonderful time supporting Toni, Adam 
and Roy that my “duties” really didn’t seem like a chore 
at all. It was so fun to see so many Swissies in one 
place and from all different locations around the 
country. It was also awesome to hang out with so 
many people who think that Swissies are the best dog
EVER! 

continued on page 7

Next Issue 
Next issue we will begin a couple of new features. 

Dog of the Month 

In our new “Dog of the Month” we will focus on one of 
our Golden Gate Swissies — Parentage, Titles and 
Achievements, Proudest Moments (and Most 
Embarrassing!)  just to name a few. 

And since we are doing some catch up of late, out first 
feature will cover Three dogs in a blow-out gala 
premier. 

Which three dogs? We’re not telling! You’ll just have to 
pick up your copy and read. 

HealthWise 
We will also introduce our “Healthwise” column. 
Ranging from common sense tips to full page health 
manifestos, you will be able to count on The Blaze to 
bring you helpful info on keeping your Swissie healthy. 

  

Christmas Party!!! 
Don’t forget to come out and join us for a little Holiday 
Cheer at the Golden Gate Greater Swiss Mountain 
Dog Club Annual Christmas Party! 
 
Place: 4H Building in Rohnert Park 
Date: December 9th 2006 
Time: 5:00 PM 
 
There will be: 

• Great Food, 
• Annual Awards 
• Presents (But watch out for the Yankee Swap!) 
• Good Friends 
 
The sharp-eyed will note that this is following the Tom 
Lam Dog-Handling Seminar. So why not make a Day 
of it? Register for the seminar now and look forward 
to neat refreshments after a long and productive day 
with your Swissie! 
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continued from page 6

Tales of the Bucket B**** contd…

The weekend was packed with events; not only 
conformation, but team obedience, pack hikes, 
gondola rides and my favorite, the weight pull (maybe 
because I was off duty). It was fun to see the softer 
side of some of the owners, some even getting down 
on the ground to encourage pulling heavier weight. I 
am pretty sure the dogs thought the humans were 
pretty darn crazy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I also had a great time supporting, cheering for, and 
getting to know better, all the Golden Gate members 
that were in attendance. They seemed to be in every 
class and at every level. I felt very proud to be a part of 
the club that seemed to be the best represented, and 
not to mention, probably the most recognized! 

Amy Connell

 

Pulling their Weight –  
A Photo Essay 

 

Adam knows what he’s pulling for! 

Ziggy gets used to the harness 

Abbey says: “Drop and give me 20!” 

 

Petra pulls off her WWD title 
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President’s Corner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall is here and we are in the midst of nominations for 
our officers and board of directors.  We are also 
looking for volunteers to get involved in the club to 
support our events.  So if you have a particular talent 
and want to share please let us know. 

We have several people who have graciously 
volunteered their time to help us again with our 
Designated Specialty and Sweepstakes for both 
Puppies and Veterans at the Two Cities Kennel Club 
on October 14th.  We are having a BBQ and costume 
party at 5:00 P.M.  Please join us for the fun.    

Annual Awards Banquet is again at the 4H Building in 
Santa Rosa where dogs are welcome and space is 
plentiful following the Tom Lam's handling seminar.  
We do a Yankee-swap present exchange.  If you have 
never done one, you are really missing out. 

We want to include interesting articles in the 
newsletter.  I will be writing one soon on seizures and 
anti-convulsant drugs.  We have many people in our 
club who have become unwilling experts in various 
health areas.  We would also like to hear stories from 
you all. 

I look forward to seeing all of you at our upcoming 
events.  I especially am looking forward to welcoming 
our new members who are just learning about the 
breed.  Please come and join us. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Sue Urban 
President 
Golden Gate GSMD Club 

More Perspectives on the 

National Specialty 

 
Our first National was absolutely amazing, from the 
breathtaking Rocky Mountains to the Fabulous dogs 
everywhere.  Meeting the people whose names’ I only 
knew from pictures, watching the tiny pups take their 
first steps in the ring and the top dogs strut their stuff… 
The GSMD Club of the Rockies deserves a huge 
round of applause on a job well done.   

With Fagan in Herding, Sweepstakes and BOB, Petra 
in Obedience and Weight pull, we were kept very busy. 
There was always something pulling us in one 
direction or the other. 

Petra and I were in the First Annual Team Obedience 
competition and what a blast! We had never met our 
other teammates; we were all from different parts of 
the country. But after one 5-minute practice session, 
we pulled off a First-Place finish. We all agreed that we 
would do it again in a heartbeat.  We hoped that the 
laughter the teams created helped to relieve the stress 
between Sweeps and BOB. 

For us, the highlight of the week came on the last 
evening at the Banquet. My sweet Petra was awarded 
Ambassador of the Breed for 2006. What an honor. It 
leaves me speechless. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If there is any way, I never want to miss another 
national event. 

Nancy Glenn
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Dog Training & Handling 
Workshop 
Tom Lams 
“The trainer to whom the Professionals go for help!” 

Join us for a “Unique, Exciting and Gently Positive, All 
Breed” Dog Training and Handling workshop. 

Once again, GGGSMDC is privileged to have Mr. Tom 
Lams to teach us his wonderful Handling Seminar. 

This seminar is being held at the spacious 4H Building 
in Rohnert Park, CA., this December 9th & 10th. 

Cost: 

$110.00 / day to attend with a Dog (18 Dog / day limit) 

$ 60.00 / day to Audit (without a Dog) 

$ 40.00 / day to Audit with a Friend (share a workbook) 

Come out and join the fun; learn new skills & feel 
confident in your teamwork when the day is done.  

Don’t forget to join us at the end of the day for our 
Annual GGGSMDC Christmas Party and Awards 
Dinner. 

Contact Kathy LaRue klarue@goldengategsmdc.com 
for more info or to register. 

Editor’s Note 
Thank you one and all for taking the time to read our 
Newsletter. 

This Issue has continued the “letter” sized format. We 
do hope that in future editions we will return to the 
larger format with more in-depth articles. 

You can help! You can submit Article Content (or even 
article ideas) or Pictures that you would like to share. 
Send them to the_blaze@sbcglobal.net. (Don’t forget 
the ‘underscore’ between “the” and “blaze.”) 

Please remember that we reserve the right to edit any 
incoming content for clarity, size constraints or 
continuity. 

 
The Blaze 

Quarterly newsletter for the Golden Gate Greater Swiss Mountain 

Dog Club. 

Editors: Nancy & Randall Glenn 

Email: the_blaze@sbcglobal.net 
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